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TATTOO SUPPLIES
¢ Full range of tattoo supplies including grips,
tips, needles and ink

Eternal & Kuro Sumi ink, etc

New School tattoo needles, tips & grips
New School 000 bug pins

Spirit Paper

Registered Eikon Supplier - green monster
& laconia tattoo machines, gem / treadlite /
premier foot switch, EMS400.

{ MEDICAL SUPPLIES
® Full range of medical supplies & instruments:
® Hygiene Products
® Medical Gloves

-~ ' { : ® Tattoo & Piercing Aftercare
RTINS b e Sterile Kai Dermal Punches & Blades
i ? e Braun & Nipro Piercing Needles
, PIERCING JEWELLERY
f . ® Full range of certified piercing Jewellery

' ® Discount volume deals
l ® Great deals on Dermal Anchors & Skin Divers
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Bournemouth International Airport, Hurn, Christchurch. BH23 6BW, UK.
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ast night, somebody
broke into my car. I
say ‘broke in’, but I'd
actually left it unlocked
which is a slightly different
kettle of fish. The two front
doors were pushed ‘not quite’
closed but not properly; the
boot was the same. Inside, all
the sun visors were down, the
centre console and glove box
were wide open. Whoever it
was had taken great care to do
whatever they were doing very
quietly. I don’t actually think
anything was taken though...
There was an old phone
in the glovebox, along with
about maybe ten compact
discs of no value to anybody
(I'had even forgotten they
were there). In the pocket of
my door, there was a scruffy
paperback, a few pens and
a notebook. The only other
stuff in there was a bunch of
tangled charging leads and a
pair of gloves under the seat.
I know - gloves belong in the
glove box, right? I'm pretty
pissed at the invasion, but it
could have been a lot worse
than the loss of the 80-odd
pence that I'd left in there.
I'm also pissed off because...

Skin Deep Magazine Issue 226

GETTING WHAT YOU PAY FOR

well, what's wrong with my
stuff? That four-disc Kiss

box set is a classic. That old
Sony Cybershot still takes
pretty good pictures, don't
you know? That’s the problem
with thieves these days.
There’s no honour and no
taste - it's just for the sake of
it, not because you actually
want something out of it.

left in the bottle. The world is
pretty amazing about being its
own spirit level.

I thought that might be a
bit harsh, but last week, [ was
introduced to somebody that
has just been taken under
the wing of an artist that has
become a really good friend.
All day long, she draws. All
day long she is never happy

WHEN | ASK TO SEE PORTFOLIOS, FAR TOO
LARGE A PERCENTAGE MAIL IN DRAWINGS
THAT LOOK LIKE A SCHOOL PROJECT. IN SOME
CASES, I THINK THEY ARE SCHOOL PROJECTS

And whilst I don’t want to
draw parallels with tattooing,
fact of the matter is, there are
far too many. I get tons of mail
every week asking my advice
-and as a lot of you will know,
I'm pretty good with that sort
of thing - but when I ask to
see portfolios, far too large a
percentage mail in drawings
that look like a school project.
In some cases, I think they are
school projects. Life has a way
of keeping you from things
that you're not ready for. You
can try and steal your way
in but somehow, the honest
cream will be the only thing

with the end result. The work
flows out of her like a soul-
machine and it’s beautiful. I
don’t know how long this will
go on for, but whatever their
plan is, it works. She will go
very, very far.

Conversely, last week, I got
an email about a tattoo that
had been ripped off from an
original piece. What's a man
supposed to do? It happens...
it shouldn'’t but it does. And
the only thing you can ever
say about it is that a) the guy
who did the original piece
can kick back feeling good
about himself and his work,

N

*\
/s

B Megan Massacre by Nick

but b) the guy who ripped it
off (and it was hook, line and
sinker) has nothing but a few
quid in his pocket. If that's
what you want, fine. Knock
yourself out. Chances are, if
you never post on Facebook or
anywhere else, nobody would
ever know. I simply don't get
what possible satisfaction
there is in it for the tattooist
- and certainly not the
bearer of the work who can
now show off the inked-up
equivalent of going out with
your best friend’s girlfriend.
Your tattoo should be ‘your’
tattoo - just as your car should
be your car. Is nothing sacred
anymore? Probably not...

Mr Sion Smifh

@mrsionsmith

03

THE NEEDLE HAS LANDED
EDITORIAL

.‘Sdé

/



http://worldmags.net/
http://worldmags.net/

PATENTED

TATSOUL 3 70_ S

0900 051 5790
www.tatsoul.co.uk/skindeep

www.BarberDTS.co.uk
(Authorized UK Distributor)

SOAL

PREMIUM SUPPLY

sy TATSOUL

VORTEX BRIP - Constructed from a patented gel-like material
| our Vortex Grips provide maximum comfort and shock absorption
TATSOUL 370-S ACCESSORIES | Unike typical rubber gnps, our Vortex grips are custom molded directly

on the tube to prevent any ‘spinning’ during tattoo sessions.

MUST HAVE!
SE“|~TRANSPARENT "NT - The semi-transparent Wrath Tube
provides easy viewing of ink in the tube reservoir. The dark tint
reduces visual ink blots for a cleaner look

SMOOTH CONTOURS - Smocth contours in Wrath Tubes make sure
needies do not snag while being inserted

THIN PROFILE TIP - The specialized plassc used in Wrath Tubes aflows
for a thin profile tip, while maintaining exceptional durability and heat
resistance. The thin profile tip minimizes the distance between the
needie and the skin for more precise artwork

WINGS £ 100 VINYL COVERS £ 75
MUST HAVE! PRECISE MOLDING - wrath Tubes are made with the most precise

1 370-S BASIC X £570 injecion molding technology. Free from excess plastic, Wrath Tubes
| l produce maximum ink flow and consistent neede support
x = 370-S MOBILE | X X £ 640 L
1 B~

RETRACTABLE WHEELS £ 75
PATENT PENDING

\ 370-S ELITE
A
‘) \ e
NEW MASSAGE FACE CRADLE £ 85

o WORLD'S BEST . ' @[\] VY

370-S PRO X X X £ 680

—

-— BUGPIN
PATENT PENDING é%‘y(‘

THEFORT WFETIME NEEDLES
S Z '
WORKSTATION ; "

“The Envy needles are great with a nice long taper meaning great
ink flow and effortless smooth shading, a truly killer combination!"
- Ritual Art (UK) 1

TATTOO MACHINE RACK

! ; = SHARPS CONTAINER HOLDER

INK ROTTLE RACK

x4 ©

GLOVE BOX HOLDER

oy TATSOUL '

KEY LOCK

PAPER TOWEL HOLDER

‘ * HEAVY DUTY STEEL FRAME
* STAINLESS STEEL TOP
- * LIFETIME WARRANTY ON FRAME
* HEALTH DEPARTMENT APPROVED
* SUPERIOR CONSTRUCTION & QUALITY

BASE FULLY

UL APPROVED POWER STRIPS LOADED

e —

" TATSOUL ARTIST CHAIR TATSOUL RENO REST
(AS270) £ 230 (AS170) £ 190
Back saving ergonomic design Patent pending heavy duty ball joint N
specifically for the artist. mechanism for full range of motion. =
HYDRAULIC HYDRAULIC
PRO TWIN PRO
(fc368) (fc362)
£ 500 £ 490

==
- FELOMAN TATTO0
/5~  MACHINES

S

« American Made, Quality Parts
« Electrical Binding Posts

HYDRAULIC STOOL « Bronze Contact
“LIKE US" FOR SPECIAL DEALS & OFFERS! ? s (5225059) s Hencyiace and fine-Tunect by Teloo
[i VTP /AWW FACERBER.COM/TATSORLSUPPLY —— — (?igg) ey
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SLEEVE NOTES
CONVENTION LISTINGS
ART PROGRESSION
ROAD TRIP: CRAIGY LEE
BEHIND CLOSED DOORS
REVIEWS

AN EYE IS UPON YOU

ARTIST
PROFILES

(C\| VALENTIN HIRSCH

N Valentin Hirsch
started drawing
when he was a child
and has never looked
back. He studied fine
arts in Stuttgart and
Vienna, and well
- you will see the
magic for yourself

O COREY MILLER

~O An American tattoo
master, skilled
drummer, motorcycle
aficionado and
television star — Mr.
Corey Miller isn’t just
another tattooer.

(\| ANDRE ZECHMANN

™. He spent nine long
years holding down
two jobs; one as a
graphic designer and
the other as a tattoo

THE STORY BEHIND THE FILM

artist and you start
to get a good idea
about the man...

OO MIKE RUBENDALL

™ A dead person’s
skin is a little bit
tougher than that of
a live person. Mike
Rubendall at Kings
Avenue Tattooing
in New York knows
this well...

SPECIAL
FEATURES

<O AMIE - THE
(N COVER GIRL
It is indeed with

TATTOOEATION

great pleasure (as
always) that this
issue we deliver
straight to your
door, the skin
bearing talents of
Amie Conradine.
Let’s see what
she’s got to say
for herself...

(\| GREG ‘CRAOLA’
N) SIMKINS
Here’s one from
the Ed’s wish-list -
luckily it turned out
as good as planned
- and an awful lot
longer too...

CLOSED
DOORS

THE CAMERA NEVER LIES...

O TATTOO NATION
~O The no-shit stares

speak volumes -
but it’s the stories
behind the ink that
really captured
Eric Schwartz’s
imagination!

<O GREAT BRITISH
QO TATTOO SHOW

Full techni-
colour coverage
of the larger
than life show
affectionately
known as GBTS

PICKUP THEWORKSHOPHAIRACADEMY.ORG CROWN: PEARLS & SWINE PEARLSANDSWINE.CO.UK NAILS: WHITE ORCHID NAIL ART STUDIO: THE FLASH CENTRE BIRMINGHAM THEFLASHCENTRE.COM

ﬁ COVER MODEL DETAILS MODEL: LEANNE PHOTOGRAPHY: JOSEPH O'BRIEN WARDROBE: FETASIA LATEX (COVER) FETASIALATEX.COM; CHERRY POP LATEX (INTERNAL PAGES) CHERRYPOPLATEX.COM HAIR: VICTORIA

1 Marcher Court, Sealand Road, Chester CH1 6BS Tel: 01244 8381888 Fax: 01244 646016 wwuw.ja blishi
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ALL SUBMISSIONS TO SLEEVE NOTES GRATEFULLY RECEIVED. BE IT NEWS, AN EVENT, NEW
MERCH, A STUDIO MOVE... WE'LL DO OUR VERY BEST TO LET EVERYBODY ELSE KNOW ABOUT
IT TOO. EMAIL: EDITOR@SKINDEEP.CO.UK OR IF YOU WANT TO BE ARCHAIC ABOUT THE WHOLE
AFFAIR: SKIN DEEP, 1 MARCHER COURT, SEALAND ROAD, CHESTER CH1 6BS. BRING IT.
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COMPETITIONS

WIN 5 PAIRS OF
@K O
MANCHESTER
INTERNATIONAL
TATTOO SHOW

I’'m sure it was only a couple of months ago
we were here last, but apparently it’s been a
whole year! We're really stoked about this one

SINCE LAST ISSUE
I HAVE BEEN...
DIGGING THE
TALENTS OF
DAVID SENA - YOU
WILL SEE...

LISTENING TO
TOM KEIFER AND FALL
OuT BOY

WATCHING
‘A UNIT” KICK ASS
IN ARNE DAHL

WAITING FOR

- the Manchester Show (3-4 August) is a real MANCHESTER

showstopper - so to celebrate, we're giving away

AND KICKING
MYSELF OVER
NOTHING ACTUALLY...
A GOOD MONTH

ALL ROUND! (NOT
NORMAL THOUGH)

A - For more info calk:
five pairs of tickets. Usual rules apply — send an
email to editor@skindeep.co.uk with the subject line MZ“ "“’5

Ext. 523 or keep an eye on the website: €~

Www.manchesterfattooshow.com

of ‘MANCHESTER' and we'll do the rest. Comp
closes July 14 to give everybody a fighting chance

of arranging travel... good luck! 3 Deq wm FkinShots Totl foielf IR Ay Tattoojam )
wWww.manchestertattooshow.com O G " SO S U VR S S S ULl VU A G (P

FLORENCE! BALBIZALS

GElGCKETS
rernop ConaTion 2003 | BIGRIA

FLORENCE/FORTEZZA DA BASSO/VIALE FILIPPO STROZZI N1 FLORENCE ‘ PA"I.A

WWN . FLORENCETATTOOCONVENT ION . COM FACEBOOK / FLORENCETATTOOCONVENT ION

DIGGING THE

TATTOO
MATTHEW CHAHAL - A
TRADITIONAL TATTOOER

CONVENTION [
NUANCED APPROACH

In plenty of time for you to get 1@ ElLell
your game faces together, suitcases LISTENING TO
packed and flights and hotels LESTER YOUNG AND
; . BILLIE HOLIDAY - THE |
arranged, we’ve got five pairs of GRAM PARSONS AND |
tickets to give away for the 6th AL RS ;
. OF JAZZ !
Florence Tattoo Convention ‘
Running from November 8-10, this WATCHING
o . GAME OF THRONES,
is going o be a peach — and hey;, it’s OBVIOUSLY
Florence! Simply send an email to
3 . . L WAITING FOR
editor@skindeep.co.uk with the subject GODOT
line of ‘FLORENCE’ and we’ll choose
v 5 AND KICKING
five winners on July 31 to give MYSELF OVER
everybody more than enough time to I SADIANDIUNTIMECE
DEATH OF THE STINKY
get the hell over there. £3 SECOND-HAND
Good luck (and see you there!). CLOIHES SHOPMAYBE
p . . ; : IF I'D BOUGHT A FEW
e, TR www.florencetattooconvention.com MORE POLYESTER

FROCKS IT WOULD HAVE
BEEN LESS FLAMMABLE?

O é SLEEVE NOTES |
NEWS, VIEWS AND TATTOOS www.skindeep.co.uk |
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SHORT SLEEVES

FLEUR DE LIS TATTO0S

Shaun Gillhaney is pleased to announce
the opening of our second studio, Fleur
de Lis Tattoos. Located in the heart

of Glasgow city centre at 52 St Enoch
Square, Glasgow, G1 4AA. Multi-award-
winning artist; custom and flash studio.
We are open seven days from 10am

till 5.30pm. Tel: 01413 280701, email:
fleurdelistattoos@gmail.com or find us on
www.facebook.com/fleurdelistattoos.

AN APOLOGY...

It's been a while since we've had to

do this - last issue, we made an error
with the name of one of our featured
artists (due to a mis-labelled folder of all
things). Where we extolled the virtues
of the Japanese artist Psyten, it came to
our attention that the incorrect spelling
(Pysten) was used on the cover. We

hate making errors of that magnitude.
Apologies Sir.

(OADED FORTY FOUR

There’s a couple of nice guest spots
going on over at Loaded Forty Four in the
coming weeks that look like this:

Jody Dawber (of Real Art, Syston, Leicester,
UK), August 8-10; Ricardo Contreras (of
True Love Tattoo, Madrid, Spain), August
29-31.You can find them at Loaded

Forty Four Tattoo Parlour, 223 Chorley
Road, Swinton, Manchester, M27 6AZ.
loaded44studio@gmail.com
facebook.com/loadedfortyfourtattoo

0161 312 0202

Skin Deep Magazine Issue 226

And the reason it’s not so random is that it was
plucked from the folder of images we took at the

Great British Tattoo Show

What's it all about? Well, there was an opportunity
for anybody and everybody to sit in our big throne

NEWS, VIEWS AND TATTOOS SLEEVE NOTES

¥,
& BARBARA

SINCE LAST ISSUE

I HAVE BEEN...

DIGGING THE

TALENTS OF

RALPH STEADMAN - 77
AND COOLER THAN YOU

LISTENING TO
CANADIAN THRASHERS
FATALITY - LITTLE

WEIRD, LOTS GOOD

WATCHING

THE BIG BANG
THEORY RERUNS LIKE
NOBODY’S BUSINESS

WAITING FOR
AN AC/DC TOUR
I.E. AMIRACLE

AND KICKING

MYSELF OVER

MISSING THE GREAT
BRITISH TATTOO SHOW
BY A DAY... STUPID PLANE

DIGGING THE
TALENTS OF
KEV JAMES AND
TOKO LOREN

chairs and get their mugs taken either by themselves LISTENING TO

looking godlike, or alongside whatever Vixens

MAYA JANE COLES

happened to be passing at the time (hey, it was busy — WATCHING

you don’t always get to be choosy!).
We settled on this one because, well, the dude
looks young, the dude looks happy, and to be

NOTHING. READING
INSTEAD. ANYONE
REMEMBER READING?
FROM THE OLD DAYS...

honest, this might be as good as it ever gets for the WAITING FOR

man! What I'm actually hoping is that in 20 years,
somebody will drag this corner of the magazine out
again and say, “Hey look what <insert name of future

THE NEXT
CONVENTION...
GOT THEM POST
CONVENTION BLUES

extremely famous person> looked like 20 years ago!” AND KICKING

If this is you, get in touch and I'll send you a copy
of our Best Horror Tattoos book for letting us poke
fun at you. Not that you had a choice...

MYSELF OVER

MISSING THE CYANIDE
GIRLS AT THE GREAT
BRITISH TATTOO SHOW

SLEEVE NOTES O ;
NEWS, VIEWS AND TATTOOS
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SKULLS & ORCHIDS

GIVEAWAY

Hot off the back of showing (and
shifting a ton) of his custom made
jewellery at the Great British
Tattoo Show, the man behind

this beautiful gear at Skulls and
Orchids, Steve Dennis, has come
to us with a fine idea - to give
away some stuff! Not being ones
to turn away from flaunting sexy
wares in front of the readership,
we wholeheartedly agreed

With this being a little different from
the usual swag we have here, we're
going to run this giveaway over the

in mind is something quite special
that will be revealed shortly — which,
if you read between the lines means
we haven't decided what it is yet, but
we guarantee it will be interstellar!
To get your name added to the list,
whip in an email with the subject
line of ‘Skulls and Orchids’ and we'll
store it safely - when the time comes
to customise the concept, we'll pick
a winner and be in touch to see just
how customised it will need to be.
Stay tuned. Meanwhile, you can
check out all their available goodies
at www.somjewellery.com or to be
more specific: www.somjewellery.
com/skulls_and_orchids.php.

O 8 SLEEVE NOTES
NEWS, VIEWS AND TATTOOS

next two issues as well - what we have

REGILESE SO

NEW STUDIO

Remember a few issues
back when we published
that great reader photo of
the babies in the sun and
the moon?

The artist who rustled that
great piece up was Jeff —and
he has a brand new studio to
get acquainted with - built
with his own fair hands no
less. For those in the area or
intent on travelling here’s
what you need to know:
Restless Soul Tattoo, 101
Rowland Rd, Worthing, West
Sussex, BN11 3JX.

C
“51

SINCE LAST ISSUE

I HAVE BEEN...

DIGGING THE

TALENTS OF

ERIN GREENOUGH

LISTENING TO
STONE ROSES

WATCHING
ARRESTED
DEVELOPMENT

WAITING FOR
INSPIRATION

AND KICKING

MYSELF OVER
WRITING HALF A
NOVEL EVEN THOUGH
| KNEW | WASN'T
TELLING IT IN THE WAY
| WANTED TO TELL IT.

SCREWS: LOOSE

Everybody loves a good Jesse Smith piece right? Well, the man has some new

threads that you might want to be seen haring around town in while you do

whatever it is you do...

There’s the Heraldry Tee — scribed by Craola (see feature later in this issue) and also
the One Trick Pony Tee (scribed by Brent McHugh).

As you'd expect from Jesse, the duds are top notch — all shirts are 100 percent
cotton and rather special all round. Check them out at: jessesmithtattoos.com/t-shirts.

wwwsldndeepco.ul(
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CAM SUPPLY

_ CHEYENNE ° propucrt
- =07

HAWK thunder

I j@—=rrron =
1

' HAWK spirit

Extraordinary Facts el 2
Low noise and vibration ‘ '\aq.“‘ g \ - A Live it outt With '
Highly sensitive reaction times ' ' ot s et peidpmannnaon
Precise and clean punctures 13 - -

Easy adjustable needle depth

PDragonfly Machine

ORIGINAL MADFE IN ITALY
RIMUS We are proud to present the Dragonfly tattoo machine. Designed with the tattoo
artist in focus and manufactured with the highest quality materials and
; ‘ -
Cat# OJ-SR03 components available. The Dragonfly is a state of the art rotary based tattoo
" . z I,__.‘,. = | Iil“kl I’nh\hcd machine with features that gives it several advantages co mpare: d to other.

sho Jode |
oy § o4

@J LEGEND CLEAR DISPOSABLE TATTOO TUBES

Natural Rubber Grip come
inl"” orl1/4" Grip Size
. 1/4”Grip
1" Gri 4

£VISED AND DEVELOPED BY
SU NSKIN TATTOO lQlll’MlN] SR1

Tips \1 es are a perfect fit for CAM or Holds more m/\ See through Tube! 10 Piece Per Box

TATWAX Pre-made needle sizes Available Now!

INTENZE

Dragontly e Y Bob Tyrrell Advanced
C HEYENNE w . " — Black and Grey Tattoo Ink Formula
/

- YK
l'lLtE Ground Delivery Eaﬁ H ééééé BT KKKL
- E e Tt
] = _:"I...

Monday-Friday 8.30am-0.00pm PST  Merchandise Return & Walk In Address

. LAM (UC) SUPPLYLID
Fax: BBIC. Innav

}]‘nL

!‘?.

nsley. South Yorkshire

4 hours 3 day. 7 days a week UK, S75 1L CAM (UK) Supply Limited will not sell to Non-regisered tattoo artist or tattoo shops.
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SLEEVE NOTES SOURCE MATERIAL

UK CONVENTIONS 2013

July 20-21

CARDIFF TATTOO &

TOY CONVENTION

Mercure Cardiff Holland
House Hotel & Spa,

24-26 Newport Rd,

Cardiff, CF24 0DD
www.cardifftattooandtoycon.co.uk

July 13-14

CUSTOM CARNAGE UK
Stoneleigh Park,
Warwickshire CV8 2LZ,
United Kingdom
www.customearnageuk.com

July 19-21

1ST KERRY INTERNATIONAL
TATTOO CONVENTION

The Gleneagle Hotel
Muckross Rd

Killammey, Co. Kerry,

Ireland

July 27-28,

PORTSMOUTH
INTERNATIONAL TATTOO
CONVENTION

Portsmouth Guildhall
Guildhall Square, Portsmouth,
Hampshire PO1 2AB,

United Kingdom
www.portsmouth
tattooconvention.com

August 2-4

MAIDEN CITY INK
INTERNATIONAL
TATTOO CONVENTION
Millennium Forum

3 Newmarket Street
Derry, BT48 6EB,

United Kingdom
www.maidencityink.com

AUGUST 3-4

MANCHESTER INTERNATIONAL

TATTOO SHOW
Manchester Central
www.manchestertattooshow.com

.| O SLEEVE NOTES
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SOURCE MATERIAL

TURNAROUND
PUBLISHER

SERVICES

www.turnaround-uk.com
sarah@turnaround-uk.com

Over the last few months, Sarah in publicity and
promotions over at Turnaround, has been sending us some
really cool books from their catalogue

ith titles ranging from
pure hardcore tattoo
books to street art, and
everything in between,
I thought it would be in everyone’s
interest to delve a little deeper into what
Turnaround Publisher Services is hiding
in their, not so small, store room.

First off, Turnaround is a distributor,
not a publisher. So for all you inspiring
art book creators or future writers, this
is not the place to come looking for
book publishing help - Turnaround’s
publishing service refers to the services
they provide for publishers. Sarah has
explained to me that Turnaround acts as
a sales and distribution service, working
for publishers to get their books into the
trade and online. They don'’t distribute
directly to individuals, but their books
should be available from online retailers
in most cases. However, if you've
searched shops and the internet and
still can’t find what you need, they can
most likely help you out in these cases.

So, the technicalities out the way,
let's have a quick root around and see
what we can come up with. After all,
as Turnaround rightly claims, they do
have a catalogue of books from some
of the coolest, edgiest publishers out
there, whether they're based in the

UK, Europe, America or elsewhere.

So diving right in at the tattoo-related
books and you have got the likes of
Shawn Barber’s Memoir and Angelique
Houtkamp’s Tattoo Mystique, heading
up the list. Both books are brilliant
insights into the people behind the
art and well worth a look. Another
gem in Turnaround’s catalogue has
to be the Ukiyo-E series, featuring the
art of Kunichika and Yoshitoshi, six
books crammed full of Japanese art.

But my favourite has to be Old Men’s
Tattoos by Thomas Jeppe. Jeppe’s book
covers tattoo images from the '40s
through to the '70s from across the
world, “... a blurry embodiment of the
passing of time, a permanent relic.”

But Turnaround don't just have a big
selection of tattoo books, they also cover
many other areas that throw up some
surprising little finds. With areas
covering anime, manga, graphic novels,
erotic art, graffiti and street art (and
we're only scratching the surface here),
there seems to be an inexhaustible
supply of amazing books to be
discovered... my wishlist has already
gotten far too long!

I would highly recommend heading
over to Turnaround’s site and losing a few
hours. It certainly won't be time wasted.

wwwsl(indeep‘co‘uk

B Trent Aitken-Smith @ Turnaround
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¥ FREE DELIVERY FOR ALL ORDERS IN THE UK MAINLAND ¥
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August 10-11

TATTOO ROYALE
Cheltenham Racecourse
Prestbury Park, Cheltenham,
Gloucestershire GL50 4SH, UK
www.tattooroyale.co.uk

OCTOBER 11-13
TATTOO JAM
Doncaster Racecourse
Doncaster, UK
www.tattoojam.com

INTERNATIONALS

July 6-7
TATUAMI TATTOO CONVENTION
Crowne Plaza, Milan - Linate

Via Konrad Adenauer

20097 San Donato Milanese,
Province of Milano, Italy
www.tatuami.it

July 12-14

DUKE CITY TATTOO FIESTA
Hyatt Regency Albuquerque

330 Tijeras Avenue Northwest
Albuquerque, NM 87102, US
www.dukecitytattoofiesta.com

July 20-21

GDANSK TATTOO KONWENT
Stocznia Gdanska, Plac
Solidarnonci, Gdansk, Poland
www.tattookonwent. pl

July 26-27

9TH INTERNATIONAL TATTOO
CONVENTION STAVANGER
Sjghusene i Stavanger

Nedre Holmegate 12,

4006 Stavanger, Norway
www.tattooconvention.no

July 26-28

VISIONARY TATTOO ARTS
FESTIVAL

Asbury Park, Convention Hall
1300 Ocean Avenue

Asbury Park, NJ 07712,

United States
www.visionarytattoofest.com

-| 2 SLEEVE NOTES
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DIG THIS:
LEGOLISM

ur good friend Max over

at Southmead Tattoo

(Bristol) has come up

with a wonderful new
concept in tattooing — one that we
would love to see propel itself into
the stratosphere. Ladies and gents,
we offer you Legolism! Here's Max:

“Legolism is the world of lego blocks
and realism combined in one piece. The
idea of Legolism is my answer to some
opinions that realism is just copying
photos onto skin. It is associated with
the new school style and I'd like to
prove that I might achieve a surprising
outcome using the techniques and
solutions that I use every day in my
painterly realism like three plans
of the composition, perspective,
alternative lights and blur effects, etc.
“Being someone who likes challenges,

I wanted to look for something new —
something that no one has done before.
I wanted to combine these two worlds
and add some kind of a story to it. I'd
like to create a new trend in tattooing,
escape from all the popular motifs
like muertos, day of the dead faces,
religious sleeves, etc. It is basically my
response to the monotony that has
begun to surround me in tattooing. I'd
like it to be opposed to new school, to
be proof that lego can mix with realism

and make a lot of sense together.

I've been spreading the word about
this idea and my fellow tattooing
friends have expressed their curiosity
and interest. They, in turn, motivated
me and now await the outcome of my
project — which has helped me realise
even more that this has a lot to offer. I
have plenty of ideas under construction
and hope that people will respond
optimistically to it. I would love to
hear from people about their ideas for
Legolism stories and give them life”

You can contact Max at these places,
and we'd love to hear what you think of
the concept too. You know what to do...

Facebook: max.pniewski ¢ instagram:

@maxpniewski e info@southmead-tattoo.
co.uk ® www.southmead-tattoo.co.uk

wwwsl(indeepx:oul(
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EXCLUSIVES i
PHOTO
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o~ 201-21 JULY 2013«
- MERCURE CARDIFF HOLLAND HOUSE HOT

@ 24-26 Newport Rd.Cardiff, South Glamorgan CF24

For Ticket Info & Dealer Enquiries please visit us online at
www.cardifftattooandtoycon.co.uk

}‘-TATToo
9 AWARDS
FAMILIES
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CONTACT US:
Email: info@cardifftattooandtoycon.co.uk Telephone: 07804 100470

custon tattoos TR 12 Cznien high strect
& piercinfum. ™ (amden Town
LONLON, NVl &;P
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LLARROADRIRIP

‘DOLLAR

A bit of an exclusive for you this month: Johnny Dolla_r
hasn’t done an interview for some years after he realised
newspapers and journalists “take the words outta your

/ !
"
- ' !

mouth and change them all around to fit their sttory”. But
as a fellow artist he was happy to spend a morning talking
to me... I hope I did him justice!

o
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ROAD TRIP

very much believe that

everything happens for a

reason especially on my

travels. Sometimes on my
quest for an interview, artist’s
schedules fit effortlessly with
mine, and every now and then, no
matter how hard you both try, your
paths simply do not cross.

There is an important figure in
Australian tattoo history I very
much wanted to meet and get
tattooed by the last time I was
in this great country, but due to
various reasons, it was a missed
opportunity. So when I knew I
was returning to the southern
hemisphere there was one name on
the top of my list... Johnny Dollar.

THE MIGHTY DOLLAR

John Entwistle (aka Johnny Dollar)
has been working in Melbourne for
well over 40 years, and with the
exception of Cindy Ray, has been
tattooing in the city longer than
anybody else.

His machines and supply
business have helped many artists
get started in the industry, which
has in turn contributed to moving
Australian tattooing forward to
where it is today. Since 1968 he
has had studios situated in three
different locations, the latest of
which is his shop on the Punt Road
in Richmond which has been there
for ten years, and is where I spent
one sunny Monday morning.

John's shop is a converted house

and very typical of Melbourne

architecture - the studio signs

are all hand-painted and slightly

weathered. As you walk up to

the shop, an ‘open’ sign sits in

the window in front of some net

curtains hanging from a brass rail.
I walk through the door into

a small room where three old

theatre seats sit against one wall

www.sl(indeep.coul(
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opposite a high wooden counter. A
picture rail runs around the walls,
and hanging from the chains is
hand-drawn flash and photos -
everything in the room gives you
a sense of nostalgia and quality.
There is attention to detail in
everything from the designs on
the walls right down to the light
switches which are brass mounted
on dark wood. Some studios in the
UK decorate to look ‘old school’,
but this is the real deal. Behind
a glass cabinet full of supplies, a
mirror hangs with the engraved
words, ‘John Entwistle Tattooist’
alongside two sailing ships and in
the corner, a small work station is
set up and ready to go.

After a few minutes taking
everything in, a figure dressed
in a black shirt and black jeans
appears through a door in the
back; “Good to see ya Craig,” I hear,
as John comes through to greet us.

Skin Deep Magazine lssue 226

John is softly spoken, humble
and a gentleman. I instantly
shut up and listen in case I
miss something. When an
artist of John's generation and
experience shares his stories
and personal tattoo history
with you, you would be a fool
to miss anything.

“I dug something out to

show you,” John tells me

and ushers us through to

the back room where there is a
painted tattoo design of a woman
on a peacock. “You know the old
London tattoo artist, Rich Mingins?
Well this was painted by his
Australian brother, Alf Mingins -1
thought you may appreciate it.”

John offers us a coffee and then
we retreat through the back to sit
in the sun and chat.

John started tattooing way
back in 1962. After getting his
first one, he decided his art was
not commercial enough to make
money from, but tattooing would
be a viable way to make a living
from his art.

“I got my first tattoo from
Tex Newell in the city. I got the
smallest one I could find on the
wall, cos I was shit scared!”

Back then a tattoo apprenticeship
was pretty much unheard of, but
luckily John found an advert in an
American mechanics magazine;

ROAD TRIP THE MIGHTY DOLLAR

‘? BRI

TEXNEWELLIN 1G0T
THE SMALLEST ONE1 ¢
FIND ON THE WAL T

<

i,

“The first tattoo equipment I got
was from Milton Zeis in Illinois,
USA. I bought a hand tattoo kit
from him,” John recalls. “It was
really just four needles hanging
out the end of a bit of dowel, but
to me that was the first I knew
about it.” John used that kit for
about two years until he found a
tattoo machine manufacturer in
Melbourne and bought his first
electric machines. He worked
full-time and tattooed at home
from 1962 until 1968 when he
opened his first studio in Flinders
Street, in the heart of Melbourne.
Five years later he moved out to
Richmond where he had three
or four shops before settling in
his current shop on Punt Road.
John works alone: “I've been
working alone for some time now;
there’s so many mixed personalities
in tattooing I don't have to deal
with any of them. When I opened,
there were only three established
shops in Melbourne.” Which is a
damn sight different to today when

THE MIGHTY DOLLAR -| )
ROAD TRIP
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Melbourne has a studio on every
corner! Despite the large number
of artists in the city, John is
unbelievably humble.

“We're just lucky there are
people willing to wear our
tattoos, otherwise nobody
would make a shilling out of
it" — a good thought for a lot of
younger artists! “Melbourne has
always been the worlds’ tattoo
capital. When every other capital
has had one tattooist, we always
had two.” This is now the case with
conventions as well as studios - in
2012 the city hosted four large
international tattoo shows, and
while you may often see John
walking around and taking it all
in, you won't see him working at
any. ‘I think the conventions here
are only money-making for the
people that run them. I prefer
to work on home ground - I'm
not one for working in strange
surroundings.” And indeed with
such a comfortable studio, I don'’t
think I would either.

John has seen plenty of
changes over the years not only
in his clientele, but also with the
expectations people bring in to the

16

THE MIGHTY DOLLAR
ROAD TRIP

studio. John is surrounded by all
his own hand-painted flash: “you
know, nowadays people just walk
in straight past it all. Hours of work
on the wall and they walk up to me
and show me a tiny little thing on
their phone.” The work may be lost
on some people but there are still
plenty of customers wanting his
old school traditional designs.

“I get a lot of young tattoo artists
coming in now wanting a genuine
oldie. I also tattoo a lot of women —
back in the day, it was always men,
knockabouts and blue-collars,
never white-collared folk.”

While white-collar, high paid city
workers and soccer mums may
be the bread and butter for a lot
of studios, John would like to see
tattooing go back to what it once
was. “I'd like to see tattooing come
out of the mainstream; there’s

WE'RE JUST LUCKY THERE ARE PEOP

oM T
LD MAKE

SHILLING OUT OF IT -

plenty of art school students who
come into tattooing now, which is a
good thing. I think Melbourne has
always been a great place because
we had Dick Reynolds tattooing
here for 50 years - he always put
out a clean presentable design so
you had to work hard to at least
come up to that standard or go
above it, to make a go of it here.
Good competition is only a good
thing and Melbourne has a lot of
great artists. But I'm prejudiced, I
was born and bred here!”

It was an honour to be able to
talk to John, as he is well-known
for not doing magazine, TV or
newspaper interviews, and so I
leave you with this final thought
from the man himself: “We
can all put some mystery back
into tattooing. Tell no bastard
nothing. We paid our dues to
become picture people, let
others do the same.”

If you would like to learn
a little more about John and
get your hands on some of his
flash, you can get a copy of the
independently published book,
John Entwistle Tattooist, which is
crammed full of old pictures
and flash available now from
www.johnnydollartattoo.com.3

wwwiskindeep.co.uk
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VINCENT MALVAEZ BEHIND CLOSED DOORS

4 5

.~ ® Vincent Malvaez

BEHIND
CLOSED
DOORS

This issue, we took a bit of a left turn with the concept of Behind
Closed Doors because the photography of Vincent Malvaez is not ' '

g v 2 itter: @Taadowé69k
something to be walked away from easily. Enjoy... Bk 7o domsok
———— — acebook: /Ohfoshographix

'E mail: Taadow69k@gmail.com

VINCENT MALVAEZ

BEHIND CLOSED DOORS www.skindeep.co.uk
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BEHIND CLOSED DOORS VINCENT MALVAEZ

<< “I shot this photo of Fernie Andrade at Ink n’ Iron three years ago, again
while I was covering the event for Sullen Clothing. Fernie is a good friend
of mine and this photo is one of my more popular photos. It's been his
default photo on his social network sites for quite some time now.”

A “This image was when I got tattooed by Nikko the Ink ‘n’ Iron Tattoo
Convention in Long Beach, California. This was back in 2006. I got a
portrait of my mother tattooed on me and four years later, I got my father
on the opposite side on my forearm.”

>> “I took this
photo at Muzink
a couple of
years back
when Jeremy
Hanna got his
hand blessed by
Carlos Torres.

I was there to
capture the

moment, one
of my favourite
tattoos that
Jeremy has
collected.”

<< “The image I have of Nikko and Robert was the day before he tattooed
Jeremiah Barba at Motavation Tattoo/ Silverback Ink in Los Angeles,
California. I was invited to come hang out with them and I brought my
camera just for some good memories and I captured some of the coolest
shots that I have in my collection till this day.”

I come from an artistic family, my Dad is a

man of many talents but his portraits are what

interested me the most. [ was always around art

so I appreciated seeing other people’s art, because

I knew the time and effort that it took to make the
art piece they created. My artistic way of expressing my talent is
through music and photography — as a music artist, always in front
of the lens, attending photo shoots for promotional purposes was a
great experience. So being able to capture the perfect shot for some #

VINCENT MALVAEZ .I Q
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“I took this photo of
Jeremiah getting tattooed
by Robert Hernandez at
Motavation/ Silverback
Ink in Los Angeles. Robert
invited me over to hang
out and I had just bought
my Canon camera so |

brought it with me just

for memories. That was
pretty much my first time
doing anything like that...
but not the last. That
night we went out for
Sushi with Randy Howell
and I was nervous. I'd
never had Sushi before
and I don't like seafood
very much, but I couldn’t
turn down dinner with
people I looked up to. So

[ went and it turns out

I actually love Sushi.
Thanks to those guys, I
now eat it on a regular
basis. That day was

one for the books and a
highlight in my life”

V “I took this photograph of Andy Engel at Mario
Barth's Biggest Tattoo Show on Earth during the
coverage — I do it every year for Sullen Clothing. Andy
is an amazing artist and person, so it was an honour to
work on this photo for him."

one else is an awesome feeling. I was inspired by

Diane Arbus’ photography and the oddities that she

would shoot. After attending photography school, I

discovered David LaChapelle and Dave Hill and was

automatically inspired. But back to my passion for
art... I'm also inspired by Michael Hussar, David Stoupakis, Keven
Llewellen, Hajime Sorayama and Paul Booth’s paintings, which are
very appealing to me. ;&;

2 O VINCENT MALVAEZ
BEHIND CLOSED DOORS www.skindeep.co.uk
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USA number +-2l2-279-9655
numero locdl en France Ol 72 81 38 60
sales@metamafiacom
wwwmetamafio.com

wholesdle only
$I00.00 USD minimum

Infinite Collection
Create custom plugs, choose your tunnel

LED Steel Black PVD Coated White PVD Coated Dark Purple Anodized

-

Green Anodized Dark Blue Anodized Hematite PVD Coated Light Purple Anodized Rainbow Anodized

v S5 W, 30 *

DSTACHE DSPRWS DSKPK DFLRGD DHP DOHMBK DOWLPK DSTGR

Over 50 designs auaidble

howt It works

LED Plugs startat $13.10 USD for a pair (including a pair of discs). Available from 16mm-25mm

"

Take 1 LED Plug And 1 Disc
Intemdg Ch"@dded -CU'TIQ' Internally threaded tunnels startat $6.50 USD for a pair (including a pair of disc.) Available from 11mm-25mm

Unscrew Plug And Press Disc Inside Cap As
Shown Above

E - Unscrew Tunnel And Lay Disc Inside
Take 1 Intemally Threaded Tunnel As Shown Above
Tunnel And 1 Disc
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VALENTIN HIRSCH ARTIST PROFILE

BLACK
MAJICK

Valentin Hirsch, in terms of my knowledge of him, is another

result of the wonders of the internet. I would never have come

across him if it wasn'’t for the contacts I've made through

trawling the internet, as I do on a daily basis. Procrastination

leads to great discovery... or something like that
is a fantastic artist, influenced by

the kinds of things I like to see

tattoo@valentinhirsch.  taLto0 artists influenced by.
ichlicbeaka@gmailcom YO @ yoUng age art has played
(studio berlin) 3 central part in Valentin’s life,

and so when I asked him about
a pre-art life, there was only
very early childhood. He started
drawing when he was a child and
since then has never looked back.
He studied fine arts in Stuttgart
and Vienna, and cites the work of
Albrecht Diirer as one of his most
important influences. Not only is
he fascinated by the lines of Diirer,
but he explains that he is simply,
“‘influenced by everything that is
out there, or inside of me. It could
and still can inspire my work”.

That was something that really THERE WERE TIMES IN MY LIFE WHEN
resonated.Iliked how he stated  DRAWING FELT LIKE AN ESCAPE TO A PLACE
that he can still be inspired, CALMER AND MORE PEACEFUL THAN WHICH
because so oftenyousee artists - grypDEUNDED ME IN THE REAL WORLD

resting on their laurels, and

n this case it did anyway. And
that's all I need to justify all
the spare time I have on my
hands, because Valentin Hirsch

Valentin is quite the opposite. about an artistic movement in and what they let into their lives.
“There were times in my life when  Austria that has been particularly So when I was younger, there were
. drawing felt like an escape to a relevant to him, yet stated that few role models that I adored.” But
g place calmer and more peaceful the names of those within that today, now that Valentin is older, he
£ than what surrounded me in the community would tell us nothing.  is more open to things and artists
S real world. For hours and hours, He talked about how, being young, = who don'’t appear to have anything
g drawing meant being alone with he was less likely to allow for too to do with him on the surface. And,
é myself with some pen and paper many influences, explaining, “young for me, this is very important.
5 and good music” people often are much more strict It means he can be influenced by
« Apart from Direr, Valentin talked and severe in their judgements anything. Too often we see tattoo 4#

2 2 VALENTIN HIRSCH
ARTIST PROFILE wwwiskindeep.co.uk
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VALENTIN HIRSCH ARTIST PROFILE

T

| WORK MOSTLY WITH THE
TECHNIQUE OF DOTTING
POINTILLISM, AND WITH THIS
METHOD A SINGLE WORK

TAKES A LOT OF TIME

artists who have clearly only ever
seen what other tattoo artists are
producing, but the impression I get
from Valentin is that he has his eye
on the world as a whole as a source
of influence. And you can see it

in his art. There is a mind at work
behind his masterpieces.

I asked him to explain the
practical elements of his craft, in
both drawing and in tattooing:
“There are two different ways of
drawing for me. Let’s say [ am

working on a drawing as a piece
of fine art, and not as a sketch for
a tattoo (which, of course, should
be a piece of art too). For that I
need simple ink, a pen or a feather,
and special paper. I work mostly
with the technique of dotting/
pointillism, and with this method a
single work takes a lot of time.

“When I am working on tattoo
sketches, I use simple fine-liner
pens, with which it is much easier
to do the dotwork than with a
feather. Most of the sketches I do
on transparent paper, which makes
it easier to do collages. And last but
not least, even I use picture editing
programs, especially for mirroring

or multiplication of single elements.

But the manual aspect of drawing
is very important to me.”

Valentin came to tattooing later
than most people generally do. He
realised that he wanted to express
himself through his art not only on
paper, but on human skin. He liked
the idea that the art would last a
personal lifetime, which he finds
to be a more intimate example of
artistic expression.

When he was living in Vienna
he ordered some tattoo equipment
from the States and that'’s how
it all started for him. Now, being
a tattoo artist, he, of course, has
his own approach to the whole
process: “The working process
begins with an interesting client
request. Sometimes it is a motif
that I end up creating myself. But
oftentimes the client already has

a vague idea of the tattoo that
they want, or specific elements
they'd like for me to incorporate,
eg. a certain animal or a flower.
Then I take that idea and see
where my creativity and my
hands lead me. Sometimes I
pin the finished sketch on the
wall and let it hang for a while,
metaphorically speaking. As my
work usually includes dotwork,
I do not only make use of coil
machines, of which by the way, I
prefer Dringenberg machines, but
rotaries as well”

[ started off my own journey into
the world of tattoos by creating a

wwwsl(indeep.coul(



http://worldmags.net/
http://worldmags.net/

blog where I interviewed people
within the tattoo industry—
initially I was mostly interested in
finding out the stories behind the
tattoos they had on themselves,
rather than just let them tell
me about their lives. But since
then I've realised that the stories
aren’t necessarily in the tattoos,
the real stories are simply in the
experiences those people have had.
To understand the tattoos, I feel
now, one must simply allow the
person to tell of their experiences.
And it's important to always
allow for mystery, and that there
aren't always clear reasons why
people get the tattoos that they do,
and the beauty of it is that there
doesn't have to be. When I posed
the question to Valentin, he gave
me the answer that I was hoping
for. He explained that his tattoos
were very personal to him, and
although most of them didn’t have
a particular meaning and that
he didn't favour a certain style,
the overall combination of all of
them together is a more or less
spontaneous collection of work by
all the tattoo artists he admires.
And so to see them as a whole, and
to understand how Valentin draws
on his influences and continues
to do so, one can see a physical
incarnation of somebody interested
in many things, which is something
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that has become abundantly clear
over the course of the interview.
Valentin discovered pointillism
early in his artistic career, initially
through some Austrian realists. He
adopted the technique in order to
develop his own style. “What I like
about dotwork is the meditative
aspect; dotwork is a time-
consuming technique, and much of
its expressive power depends on the
precision and concentration with
which I sit there and do every single
dot. Dotworking done manually
teaches you humility; it somehow
keeps you grounded by the way
dotwork has a similar character

ARTIST PROFILE VALENTIN HIRSCH

becoming more and more globally
networked, thanks to the internet.
[ try to participate in this great
process and I'm convinced that
this form of interaction between
tattoo artists worldwide brings
tattooing forward in huge steps.”
Valentin began his tattooing
career in a small shop in Berlin-
Neukolln. He told me that they
generally saw tattooing more as a
service, and yet he found it a great
opportunity to acquire practice in
different techniques and styles. It
helped him differentiate between
what he wanted to do and what
he didn’t want to do. And now he

DOTWORKING DONE MANUALLY TEACHES YOU
HUMILITY; IT SOMEHOW KEEPS YOU GROUNDED BY
THE WAY DOTWORK HAS A SIMILAR CHARACTER AND
AESTHETIC OF A BLACK AND WHITE PHOTOGRAPHER

and aesthetic of a black and white
photographer. That makes the image
more eternal and timeless for me”
Valentin lives and works in
Berlin and explains how lucky
he is to be surrounded by free-
minded and open people, who
are all constantly striving for
new ways to express themselves
artistically. He believes that he is
witnessing tattooing undergoing a
transformation from service to art
and counts himself particularly
lucky to be a part of that trend.
“Today, the tattoo scene is

works in the world-renowned AKA
Berlin, which he describes as a
lively and inspiring place. “Itis a
very vivid working environment
where good things happen. And
now I guest tattoo at AKA London
and NY Adorned too.”

I hope to continue watching how
Valentin’s work develops. For me
he is one of the leading blackwork/
dotwork artists out there, and with
his openness to new influences
and inspirations, I can only see
his work evolving in a continually

great way. y#%

VALENTIN HIRSCH 2 5
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It is indeed with great pleasure (as always) that this issue we
deliver straight to your door, the skin-bearing talents of Amie
Conradine. Let’s see what she’s got to say for herself...

WHAT THE HELL KIND OF NAMES
ARE AVA AND RATCHET FOR YOUR
CATS? AVA IS PRETTY NEAT, BUT
WHAT DID THE OTHER ONE DO TO
DESERVE THE NAME RATCHET?
Awh... my girls! Ratchet’s name
was given to her by her previous
owner and she responded so well to
it that I felt mean changing it. My
gamer friends still insist I change
Ava’s name to clank now, but no
way in hell is that happening!

| SEE FROM THE SPY CAMS WE
HAVE IN YOUR HOUSE, YOU'RE

A SKULLDUGGERY PLEASANT
FAN — ASSUMING YOU WOULD
DROP EVERYTHING TO BEIN A
MOVIE ADAPTATION, WOULD YOU
PREFER TO PLAY VALKYRIE, CHINA,
OR PERHAPS MELANCHOLIA?
(DEAR READERS WHO HAVEN'T
GOT A CLUE WHAT WE'RE
TALKING ABOUT — GET WITH

THE FREAKING PROGRAMME...)

I would love to play Valkyrie as
her real name is Darquesse - she’s
badass, evil and there’s nothing
more fun than performing as a
villain. Heroes are borrring!

|1 SAW SOME PICTURES OF YOU
WITH THE INSTRUMENT OF THE
DAMNED — THE BASS GUITAR!
ARE YOU GOOD? PLAY IN A BAND
TILL, OR THINKING OF PUTTING
OMETHING TOGETHER?
Bass-wise, it's just something I

sit at home and jam with. Same
as me and my guitar. I played in

a band before playing bass and
singing, but the bass isn’t where
my musical talents lie — or where

2 é AMIE CONRADINE
TATTOO VIXEN
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my heart is. 'm mainly a singer-
songwriter and a drummer - I've
spent years dedicating myself to
those roles in bands of my own.

BACK UP ONE SECOND. DRUMS AS
WELL? WHAT GIVES? DO YOU PLAY
THEM WELL OR JUST LIKE SITTING
ON THE STOOL FOR A REST?

No rest for me I'm afraid! Yes, I'm
a drummer as well as a singer-
songwriter. My drumming style is
very much thrash-punk-double-
kick craziness! I haven’t been in

a thrash punk band for a while
now - since I left my last band,

in fact, but I miss gigging behind

a kit so bad! I'm always stealing

my friend Sam’s kit for a good
old jam so I don't get too rusty.

Music is such a big part of my
life and it always has been, I've
just finished doing vocals on a
project with good friends of mine,
David Donley, Ed Graham and Glen
Matlock, which I can’t wait to be
released. It's being produced by
the awesome Jim Lowe and there
will be a seven-inch vinyl (don’t
you just love vinyl?!), and also
on iTunes. Hopefully that will all
be revealed to the world soon.

I've also started my own EP
which will feature my singing,
songwriting and drumming on
the tracks. The process is taking 4

www.sl(indeep.cqu\(
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The last time °I
trained with JMatt
‘I was indeed left
with massive (and
‘I mean massive)
black bruises all
over my shins as we
were doing shin
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longer then I'd like it to due to being  music. I'm so fucking ready to
absolutely skint, but what musician  get it all recorded and out there

isn't?! My tastes are heavily and to start gigging again!
influenced by thrash punk
and '80s hardcore WHAT’S IT LIKE CARING FOR
in-your-face YOUR KICKBOXING DUDE, METAL
no bollox MATTIUS? DO YOU HANG OUT

AT THE FIGHTS WHEREVER YOU
CAN? ARE YOU ABLE TO SUPPORT
HIM WITHOUT LOSING IT?
Ah my Mattius, he's awesome and
a very talented K1 fighter. He's
an amateur world champion
and recently became
British Champion at
WKA. He’s off to

¢ / Italy in October
4 to compete
:}J & S for the
«8¥s
sest
1
1
4 '*:j
4
sne® G
[ >
b~
-4
w
L 4

Amie Conradine facebook fan page: www.facebook com/amieconradine
-~ Level 13 studio facebook page: www.facebookcom/leveliztattoostudio
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WOMAA world title and is looking
for sponsors—so get in touch! I love
watching him train at 5 Elements
in Basildon, Essex, and I try to go

to all of his fights, though I have

to refrain from being my usual
lager-lout geezer bird self and stop
myself from screaming ‘fucking hit
him!" from the side of the ring. I
promised I'd never be a distraction,
and me and his coach, Tony, always
have a good banter session about
him, which never fails to amuse...

DO YOU NOT FANCY IT YOURSELF?
| KNOW SOME GIRLS WHO REALLY
KICK ASS AT KICKBOXING...
THEN AGAIN, | GUESS THE
BRUISING MIGHT TAKE ITS TOLL
ON YOUR MODELLING ON A
DAY-TO-DAY BASIS, HUH?
I love K1 kickboxing! I'm a massive
tomboy at heart and I've trained a
few times at Matt's gym before, but
the last time I trained with Matt I
was indeed left with massive (and
I mean massive) black bruises all
over my shins as we were doing
shin conditioning exercises and
block—three weeks later, I arrived
to a magazine shoot with the
same big black bruises
on my legs. That's
when I realised
that I couldn’t

Skin Deep Magazine Issue 226

risk it, and to be honest, if anyone
punched me on the nose I don't
think I could be held responsible
for my She-Hulk reactions.

TELL ME ABOUT YOUR
BACKPIECE... WHAT’S GOING ON
THERE? IT LOOKS LIKE IT WILL
SLAY WHEN IT’S FINISHED.

My newest back piece is something
I've been planning for quite a while
now. When Scott shot these pics
we hadn't started working on it,
but I'm hoping once it’s all finished,
Scott can shoot again and get
some real kick-ass photos of it.

The piece is by good friend of
mine, Tommy Farrow, at his studio
Level 13 in Brentwood, Essex. The
stencil was an absolute pain in the
arse to put on correctly onto my
back, and all-in-all it took five hours
of pain, sweets and uncomfortable
positions to complete the lining
work. I'm now known in the studio
as having alligator skin for being
such a tough cookie with it. Next

session is shading
of the frame

/
{

TATTOO VIXENS AMIE CONRADINE

“If anyone punched me on
the nose “I dont think “I
could be held responsible for
my She“Hulk reactions.

and the completion of the realism
skulls which is booked in for
mid-June. The last session will be
finishing the masterpiece inside the
frame, which I'm keeping a secret
until it’s finished as it’s pretty
fucking epic and I've never
ever seen anyone else
with it. It's a completely
original concept I
came up with that

AMIE CONRADINE 2 Q
TATTOO VIXEN
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has some old school elements—
and I can’t wait to see it finished...

HERE'’S AN INTERESTING
(ALMOST PROPER) QUESTION
FOR YOU: DO YOU FIND

THAT PEOPLE TREAT YOU
DIFFERENTLY ACCORDING

TO THE HAIR COLOUR YOU
HAPPEN TO HAVE-OR DO THE
TATTOOS OVER-RIDE THAT?
Yes! And it drives me absolutely
insane. It’s just a hair colour and
yet people can't seem to get past

that and typecast you immediately.

I've recently changed my hair
back to platinum blonde after
being blue for two years, and
before I dyed it, I let my fans

know of the plan—most of them
were outraged or unsettled by the
thought of me not being their ‘true
blue’ anymore. But once they saw
the new locks they soon realised
that blonde is the new blue.

WHAT’S NEXT FOR YOU? |

HEAR YOU’'RE HEADING OUT TO
BULGARIA OR SOMETHING LIKE
THAT... PLEASE TELL ME THAT'S

NOT JUST A HOLIDAY AND YOU'RE

GOING TO BE THERE SHOOTING
SOME RIOTOUS THING THAT
WILL BLOW US ALL AWAY!

I'm actually packing right now! I'm
off to Tunisia for some well-needed

and deserved rest. I've had a lot
of health issues and frustrating
commitments at home these past
few years, and a break away from
it all for ten nights is exactly what
I need! Booze, food, sex and the
beach—as soon as I've finished
this with you, I am out of here!

THIS IS YOUR MOMENT TO
PIMP YOUR FAVOURITE TATTOO
STUDIO OVER AT LEVEL 13—
GIVE IT YOUR BEST SHOT...
Level 13, the best studio in Essex
in my opinion for realism, black

and grey, and graffiti-styled tattoos.

Tormmy Farrow and Will Nash,
the artists at Level 13, originally
were graffiti artists in their local
towns, who then branched out
into tattooing and incorporated
their already natural artistic skills
into the art. Can’t recommend

5 O AMIE CONRADINE
TATTOO VIXEN

“‘Im actually packing
right now! ‘I m off
to Tunisia for some
wellneeded and
deserved rest

them highly
enough—great
guys always up for
a laugh and don’t
take themselves too
seriously. Honestly, get
some work done by
these guys—you won't
regret it. High quality
tattoos created in
an amazing looking
studio filled with
taxidermy and all
things dead—a
great experience.
Get your butts

down there! gy
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GREG CRAOLA SIMKINS ART SHOWCASE

THE WORLD OUTSIDE

The world outside is an odd place at the best of times. Recently, the media appears
to have become aware of tattooing and related fine art — or to be more precise, how

tattoo culture has seeped into a world it perhaps shouldn’t have. To this I scream:
“Just because you've decided to notice it, doesn’t mean it wasn’t happening before.”
Thus, with great pride and other wholesome things, I sat down with Greg ‘Craola’
Simkins to figure some stuff out... and got more than I bargained for

I have admired
from afar...
very afar. Then
I admired from
slightly closer,
but a book is still
quite far away.
To find yourself in the eye of the
hurricane, up close and personal,
while digging on a story is the best
feeling in the world. A family man
first and foremost these days, the
former graffiti artist, Greg Simkins
— better known to the world as
Craola - is startlingly easy to get
along with. That’s no surprise to be
honest, if you are able to digest a
person’s work properly, you'll find
that when the work is intense, the
person is not. If the work is lacking,
the frustration sits with the artist.
The purpose of my stay here is
to do what I love doing and that’s
trying to figure out the inner
workings of a word class artist. As
a writer, I don't plan anything... I
turn up at the page and see what
the page wants to do. I may have
a vague idea of where to start,
but I find planning ruins most
things for me and takes away
any spontaneity that is likely to

craolal.blogspot.com
twitter.com/craola
facebook.com/craola

craolasimkins.tumblr.com

happen. As for working when
other people are around - that’s
a major crime around here.
“lunderstand what you're
saying and I feel you to a point.
Ilook at my sketch time as my
writing time and my painting time,
as the editing of those ideas I came
to when drawing. I also don't fully
flesh out a painting at drawing
time, because I love discovering
new things that the painting is
asking me to do. You just start
seeing new things in the rendered
shapes once the paint goes on;

; 2 GREG CRAOLA SIMKINS
ART SHOWCASE

& Sion Smith BIGreg Craola Simkins

STUCK OUTSIDE 40°X36" ACRYLIC

that’s the time to be spontaneous
and I love that part of painting.

“I share my studio space/
warehouse with four other dudes,
Kevin Pasko, Bob Dob, Graham
Curran and AJ. Dia, so there’s
never a dull moment. There are
plenty of guys to bounce ideas
around with and they aren’t afraid
of being honest with a ‘that sucks’
at the appropriate moment. I do
see some differences with my
work prior to having people in
the studio, but it is hard to gauge
if the work has altered because
of that, or if its because its just
the natural progression. I do get

>
'l

away to draw though. I prefer to

being ‘alone in public’, like at a

library or a coffee shop to draw. A

change of scenery is always good.”
We're bandying the phrase and

concept of ‘work’ around here

like it’s something everybody

understands, but one look at any

(take your pick) of Greg's pieces

reveals that not to be the case

at all. The concept of originality

in a world in which the obvious -

paths have been worn dry is

tough. Personally, I deal with it like

this — I smash opposing concepts

into each other - things that

have no right to go together and ##

www.sl(indeep.coul(
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There are plenty of guys to
bounce ideas around with and
they aren't afraid of being
honest with a "that sucks" at
the appropriate moment

GREG CRAOLA SIMKINS 5 5
ART SHOWCASE
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FINDING HOME 60"X48" ACRYLIC
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make them work. I wonder out
loud if that's the way Greg's brain
works without even consciously
thinking about it anymore?

“Wow, that'’s almost exactly
how the pieces come together. It
started making more sense to me
when my interest in coral reefs
collided with forest wildlife, and
wanting them to ‘meet’. After
that, everything was game and
there were no more boundaries.
Composing the morphs has
become almost unconscious and
more about textures colliding
than creatures. It is a license to
try anything and everything out
and make them fit seamlessly”

I dare say that a vast percentage
of readers will be somewhat
surprised to learn that Greg is a
Christian. A church-going man
who finds a spirituality there
that fuels a very large part of his
work — whether that be conscious
or otherwise is in the eye of
the beholder. I didn't know this
beforehand, but once learned,
went back to Greg’'s work and
came out with a different view
than I came in with. Funny how
knowing a person even a little bit
changes how you look at what they
do. So would I be a million miles
away from the truth if I were to
suggest there were subtle themes
of ‘giving’ and ‘taking care of each
other’ as a primary themes?

“You are correct. I am a Christ
follower, I would say I am Christian
-and am - but the term has
become loaded and trampled by so
many people in the media. And I
believe rightfully so in some cases.

“There are many people out

Skin Deep Magazine Issue 226

GATHER AROUND 6

ONCE THEY ARRIVE 16'X42" ACRYLIC

[ am amazed that we can even be contemplating things in such a
way with our minds totally irrelevant of the natural world — things
that don’t make sense somehow manifest just by daydreaming

there professing to be Christians
and then doing everything in
their power to expose their
ignorance to anything that is in
the Bible they claim to believe
or of Jesus whom they profess to
follow. Just watch TBN (Trinity
Broadcasting Network) for a few
minutes and you'll get my drift.
It's a carnival sideshow that
has no idea what it's doing.

“Sometimes my work is taking
a shot at this very picture. I have
a piece called ‘Prey’ that I recently
painted which showcases a lamb
walking into a room full of wolf
snakes draped in sheep skins. It
is loosely based on Matthew 7:15.
The Lamb is representational
of unblemished purity boldly
walking into a horrible fate by
those he knows to be liars and
murderers. These wolves are
described as people professing
to be ‘believers’ and the passage
is directed to ‘the Church’.

“As far as the majority of
my work goes however, I don’t

approach it theologically. I don’t
attempt to put messages in most
pieces... ‘Prey’ and ‘Here Stands
Matt Riddle’ are exceptions. I
enjoy creating narratives about
interactions and relationships
between worlds that wouldn't
normally meet under any other
circumstance than popping into
my brain. I believe my world view
seasons my work and that comes
out in instances while drawing
and painting without a forceful
push. I have said it in the past;
[ am attempting to explore the
depths of creativity that we have
all been given in the likeness of
a vastly imaginative Creator.
“I'am amazed that we can
even be contemplating things
in such a way with our minds
totally irrelevant of the natural
world. Things that don't make
sense somehow manifest just by
daydreaming. It’s pondering ideas
of time, eternity, infinity, minds,
souls and the basic question of
‘Why are we here?’ that has me ¥#

THE TATTOOS (1)

| am completely and
always cool with
people getting my
work tattooed on
them. By whomever,
wherever and
however they want.
Even if the tattoo
doesn't always best
represent my work,
this person at some
point in their life said
to themselves that
they liked my art so
much that they had to
make it permanently
a part of their body.
Something that they
would see the rest
of their lives - or at
least the rest of the
drive to the laser
removal studio. It is
flattering and | have
seen the great and
not so great. My wife
has set up a Facebook
page on my fanpage
where people post
their ‘Craola’ tattoos.
Anybody can feel
free to scan through
those folders on the
fanpage.

GREG CRAOLA SIMKINS

ART SHOWCASE 3 5
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FEEDERS 22°X50" ACRYLIC AND SPRAY PAINT

battling back and forth daily. As
much as I'd like to just believe
we popped into existence out of
absolute ‘nothing’ (and I mean
real nothing, not particles, or
vacuums, because that would be
something), I can’t buy into it.
“Even the multiverse discussions
I have heard just push back
the ultimate timing of the Big
Bang and ultimately, you have
to ask the question, where did
the Multiverse come from?
“Watching William Lane Craig
debate Lawrence Krauss on these
topics and similar discussions is
inspiring. These discussions also
give me great ideas for creating
my own imaginative worlds and
ask the question, what would
be going on in another universe
separate from our own; what
would we see there? Then topics
such as relationships, love,
longing to be loved, heartache,
suffering, regret, courage and as
you have pointed out, giving, and
ultimately sacrifice, seep their
way into the narrative as I draw
ideas. These thoughts are just

5 é GREG CRAOLA SIMKINS
ART SHOWCASE

there and I am sure are a result
of what I take into my mind - be
it through discussion, reading,
podcasts or sitting and pondering
the world before my eyes.”

That'’s pretty heavy I thought
to myself, but in a world where
people think putting a pineapple
on a bed and drawing a square
around it is art — also relevant and
worth pointing out by not editing
down any part of that segment.

On a totally different subject,
when you work like this, one
idea must surely lead to another
that doesn'’t fit into what you
happen to be doing at the time.
Do these ideas get put to one
side to become something else
or are they simply let go?

“Each painting has a life of its
own and the time frame can go
from one day to many months.

I tend to jot down notes and
sketches in my little sketch books
so as to never lose my ideas.
Sometimes I scan them in and put
them in ‘idea’ folders logged under
whichever show I am working

on. That becomes a time stamp

for the idea. I then either leave
it there to address later, or copy
and paste it into future folders
so as not to lose the thought.

“I am discouraged that I won't
be able to paint the majority of
ideas I have stored away in these
folders. There isn’t enough time in
the day to address these sketches,
and at times I find myself irritable.
By not being able to visibly kick out
an idea, I am left to wonder about
it. It consumes me sometimes.”

Let’s talk about mistakes and
criticism. Are you able to live
comfortably with both once a
piece is finished? Most great
artists I know are incredibly
hard on themselves. The good
criticism you are grateful for
but pay little attention to — and
the bad, you take very much
to heart and analyse it to see
if you can better yourself or
whether that person just didn't
get what you were trying to do.

“Thave a lot of critics in my
life surrounding me closely. Be it
my friends/ studio-mates, family
members or acquaintances. I

THE TATTOOS (Il)
As you'll have noticed,
Greg has got one or
two tattoos about
himself - here’s a
definitive list of those
responsible:

Nick Rodin

Mark Landis
Gunnar

Adam Hathorn

Joel Bones

Joe Capobianco
Matt Shamah

Mike Giant

Rich Cahill

Aaron DellaVedova
Sparky

Charles Hare
Tanane Whitfield
Jeffery Page

Luis Gonzalez

lan Cherry

wwwsl(indeepxo.ul(
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[ enjoy creating narratives about interactions
and re lannsmps between worlds that wouldn’t
normally meet under any other circumstance
then popping into my brain

also know my limitations. I am
nowhere near where I want to be.
I am always frustrated... always.
Alot of times, it is my drawings
that kill me. I am in such a hurry
at times because [ can’t wait to see
the painted version, that I push the
drawing out. It usually takes a few
weeks after [ finish a painting that
I can begin to enjoy it — especially
the larger ones. I tend to like
to paint the big ones way more
than the small, but I still need to
separate from it for a while before
I can engage it again and begin to
enjoy it. I am excited to have my
new book out right now, but am
totally unable to look at the early
chapters of it. Most times I feel like
a huge phony and that I am going
to be found out as being a horrible
artist. I think I definitely fall into
the trap of being my worst critic.”
Ah, the old impostor syndrome

that all true originals feel on a
daily basis. Here she is again, doing
her thing. Is it harder or easier as
you go along to make a decent
living and put food on the table?
Do you find that - particularly
after a successful period - you
wonder how you can ever better
yourself or progress forward fast
enough? I see this a lotin the
tattoo industry. A lot of artists
once thought they were safe and
these last few years have really
seen some supreme talents come
along and kick ass in the world. Do
ever feel like you're, er... what's
a good way to putit... only as
good as your last piece of work?
“That’s a great question. I always
live with the realisation thatI
need to be a good steward of what
[ have. We live very thriftily, stay
well within our means because
what I do could disappear in an ##
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STOP HAUNTING ME 60"X48" ACRYLIC

[ am taking each day at a time and chasing
after concepts that haunt me and trying to
add new things to my tool belt everyday

THE BOOK

The Outside is
available now from
all good bookshops
and by mail order.
See the review on
page 92 of this issue
for more details.

instant. Buying art is a luxury
item for people and not on the top
of their lists if times get rough.

“I am not performing necessary
surgeries, or anything like that
which will always be necessary. So
thinking realistically, I have to do
the best job that I can and work as
hard as I can to be honest to my
work, but also to provide for my
family. It is hard to contemplate
these things, but necessary. We are
grown ups now, it is important to
take things seriously. It's important
to progress and learn as much as
I can as 1go so as to better myself
and my work. But that’s half the
fun of it, so it weighs in my favor.

“The journey is scary and
awesome at the same time. I don't
want to go back to not painting
full-time, but if that was to be
the case, so be it. There are things
far more important than art and
keeping my family safe and fed
is way up there on the list”

There’s a good question in an
interview online in which Greg
says: “I have this fear thatif I
get too stoked on one moment
then that’s where my growth
ends.” I like that and it sits well

; 8 GREG CRAOLA SIMKINS
ART SHOWCASE

with me, but is it possible to
improve forever? Is anybody able
to project themselves forwards
and see themselves in ten years,
20 years, and even begin to
imagine what they're capable
of? I guess the big worry may be
that one day, you do a piece that
is so good (to you personally)
you have to wonder where on
earth you're going to go next.

“I still feel that way. I want
to progress until I die. If my
technique ever gets polished
to where I want it to be, maybe
I'll be able to fully realise the
narrative end of things and the
conceptual side in more depth.
Perhaps that side will take over
and my interests will become
more abstract, who knows? I
am taking each day at a time
and chasing after concepts that
haunt me and trying to add new
things to my tool belt everyday.

“I'’hate my limitations though.
It makes me sick that I can’'t do
certain things with my drawings.
More exploration is in order”

Time can be a cruel mistress. It
runs out for everybody eventually,
but I have one final question
and it’s a good one if not only
because I'm curious for myself:
Ilike a lot of the same things
as Greg, literature and art-wise
- I'm a spiritual kind of guy for

sure, but not a Christian - so I'm
interested as to what an artist
like Greg makes of a writer/ artist
like Clive Barker (and similar),
who kind of exist on the same
plane but approach the art from
the darkness as opposed to the
light. Is the artist part able to
appreciate things like that, or is it
preferable to stay away from them
as not being something wanted or
needed to influence your work, no
matter how good they may be?

“That is a good question. My
studio-mate, Kevin, is a huge
Clive Barker fan and talks about
him all the time. I still haven't
read him. Just synopses of his
works or what Kevin describes.
And, of course, I appreciate works
that come from other angles
than what I hold. I appreciate
the technical skills and creative
flow of thought very much.

“The fact that there is even an
approach that would be considered
‘darkness’ versus ‘light’ and that
the two sides of thought are in
opposition drives my creative
juices. How are these things
grounded if there were no ultimate
good? These things bounce
around in my head all day long.

“But to get back to your point, I
do personally favour fiction which
is fantasy based, and balances
good versus evil. The entire back
story of my White Knight hero
(some of which I have written just
to document for myself) is about
the grey areas we find ourselves in
between the two sides, but trying
to strive towards ultimate good in
an otherwise dark and scary world.

“My interests have been leading
me these days more towards
things that I find beautiful and
fantastic as opposed to horrific
and depraved, and then past
that to why do we consider such
things beautiful or depraved,
what gets us to that point?”

Those must remain questions
for another time - another life
even. Right now, my head hurts
a little from being enlightened. I
wonder sometimes if people only
look at pictures in magazines
and that’s something that comes
with the territory, but just this
once,  hope that’s not the case.‘.ﬁ,

v
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Wrexham North Wales

[aar )] -
f facebook.com/rawinktattoostudio
@rawinkstudios

N N Y S ¥ e
Colchester Body Arts

Tattooing, Body Piercing, Laser Removal

(R~

01206 768228
www.colchesterbodyarts.co.uk Tel: 01524 66437

Award Vinning Tattoo Artists n - by Mark Reed & Martin Fletcher EM

“\ : ‘ elvetatioos WWW.eVolvetattoostudio.couk . ...

PLEASE MENTION SKIN DEEP WHEN RESPONDING TO ADVERTS
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DRgGONHEAR Tat100 UK
0131 657 3831 | Epesrced ratoo s

| « h( nts Waiting!) contact:
QuaLity Custom Tatteo ARFWORK

BooY PIERCING & JEWELL

Relaxed I 'rncnc”q .»\tmusplﬁcrc ()Pen 7 C{ggs

Gift Vouchers Sunto Fr - llam to 7Pm
- Sat - 10am to 6pm

260 Portobello H u_‘lw Street, [ ‘lnl‘my_}* EHI5 2AT P
WWW 4, IZO! 1}1( srttattoc ,,“L com L ! Cmail: 5ruc‘lu)@dmg(mhc‘.nrtf;lttooul;.com

TO SKIF. TATTOO

Friendly & Bodv Piercing Studio Quality Work
Family Run Realigtic
Busginess Appomrments are not always needed Prices

Check out our galleries at: www.intoskin.co.uk

'Lx:‘»seﬁmgk nhearttattoouk.com

| tattoo plcrung
2()7 482 l";ll Mon-Sun

10:30-19:00 “
186 Camden High St. >
London, NW1 8QP (Basement) V""ﬂ
- unn/hclw\ eininktattoo " (%L/

believe Ktatt ail.,
cligeiniulisie@euaileon & 56 Main St. Kimberley Notts NG16 LY  Tel: 0|1>9383577 TS

wwwebhelieveininls.co.ulk #1Nottm. Rd.Eastwood NoftsNGIG JNTek 073330070 | il GO B |

Al Credit & Pebit Cards Acccpted at both shops.

* THe DeviL mADE Mg Do IT www.inklounge.co.uk  info@inklounge.co.uk
TATTOG,STUDI®

Tatrees sy ~ Res CLEMENTS

-#

Featuring Award winning guest artist
Will Ivano Natale Roberto
for a limited time -,

/ I
B‘i ko 1 raig
# 020 3490 2663
310c Green Lanes, Palmers Green, London N13 5TW

ION SKIN DEEP WHEN RESPONDING TO ADVERTS
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Tel: 0208 6178707

YENG & WARNG
e BODY ART @

www. YingAndYangBodyArt.co.uk

Taltoos

Piercing

Henna

Portraits oL Re Works

Custorm Works g Laser Taltoo Removals

I FREE CONSULTATIONS CALL

MARTY B DAVE WILCOX
07872 598 620 07956 619796

184/186 OAKLEIGH ROAD NORTH, WHETSTONE N20 OUA

Custowm tattoos, Freehand,
WV tattoo's, qraffiti and
1000's of desitgwns to choose from.

Appointment needed but we always
keep spaces free, for walking iw tattoos.

Art bg - Miechael Mourton

We are now opew

21 Barleyeroft Hemsby, Great Yarmouth
Norfolk NR29 4NS
Telephone 0792 604 9764

PLEASE MENTION SKIN DEEP WHEN RESPONDING TO ADVERTS
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ANDREA AFFERNI

DEAN DENNEY, ANONYMOUS TATTOO
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MARK HARDY, VICTORY TATTOO
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Pulse are family run Tattoo, Body Piercing
and Laser Tattoo Removal specialists with
popular studios in Northampton, Banbury
and Peterborough. Established over 10
years we have an exceptional team of skilled
bespoke artists and piercers. We pride
ourselves on being among the best of the
best, very friendly and professional, able to
cater for your every Tattoo or Piercing need.

Check out our website
www.pulse-tattoo.co.uk and Instagram
for our latest examples of work or join our
FB for exclusive Friend offers and news.

Become part of our Pulse Tattoo Family,
we are presently looking for experienced
Tattooists in Banbury and Northampton

PULSE BANBURY PULSE NORTHAMPTON  PULSE PETERBOROUGH
8 Church Lane 12 and 15 St Peters Walk 11 Westgate Arcade
Banbury Northampton Peterborough

0X16 5LR NN1 1PT PE1 1PY

01295 272745 01604 627228 01733 343134

apid Roebhb

TEL:O753430891 1
WICKEDSTYLETATTOOZ(@HOTMAIL.CO.UK

35-37 HIGHSTREET MEXBEOROUGH DONCASTER S64 9AF 56 Staple Hill Rd - Fishponds - Bristol - Bs16 Sbs

www.purplerosetatton.co.uR Find us on Faczbook § Twitter
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www.mytattooandpiercingsupplies.com
Supplies for Tattooists & Piercers

» Needle Bars - 3 Round Liner (50) - £
5 Round Liner (50) - £6
7 Round Liner (50) - £6
» Needle Bars - 5 Round Shader (50) - £
» | atex Non-Powdered Gloves -
¢ Bepanthen 30g -

¢ Now stocking

Mom'’s Millennium Inks

New grips, tips and needle bars
* Order online 24 hours a day!

Tel: 01225 707188  Fax: 01225 707199
Email: info@mytattooandpiercingsupplies.com

www.mytattooandpiercingsupplies.com

STudio 18

Body Jewelery

Quality titanium & surgical steel body jewellery
direct from the country’s leading manufacturer

Expert technical advice Surface bars
€ Wide range of products # Industrial bars

Threading tools & needles Next day delivery

® Export service - by request

LT

See our full range of products at:
www.qualitybodyjewellery.com

or contact us for our FREE catalogue:
tel: +44(0)116 286 2376 Al l‘
email: dave @studio18ltd.co.uk VIF

S QUALITY PRODUCTS
T . ; MADE IN THE UK

n;dm ‘b 28a wnsend Road, Enderby.

Body Jeweery  Leicester LE19 4PG TRADE ONLY

ION SKIN DEEP WHEN RESPONDING
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COREY MILLER ARTIST PROFILE
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Sl NI TSR

An American tattoo master, skllled drummer,
motorcycle aficionado and television star — he was
~on all four seasons of LA Ink — Mr. Corey Miller 1sn’t
* just another tattooer. A cool cat and a wicked artist,
ol Miller tells it like itis, and from the much disputed

unoerTaTTo0 topic Of selling out to his exciting new collaboration
1 2n venue

uplend,  With Bell| Helmets - he's' helping launch Bell’s
CA 91786 4 ) 3
united states €W ROgue  helmet and ‘Go Rogue' campaign —

www.sixfeetunder.com

wbelheimescon W left No stone unturned. Let's go for a ride...

B Barbara Pavone KX Corey Miller

rom the age of 15, Corey
Miller could often be
found hanging out in
tattoo shops - “I never
had a dream to be an artist, it
was more out of rebellion, it
was just a place to have fun”

- and by the time he hit 20, he
was working at Fat George'’s

in La Puente, California before
joining Mark Mahoney in ’87
then moving to Tattooland to
work alongside Jack Rudy:

“I was not aware of it then
but looking back now, man, I
was in a really good spot to be
around guys like that and come
up in those ranks,” says Miller
of the early years, a time when
things were rather different.

éo COREY MILLER . A
ARTIST PROFILE B ' > - ww.skindeep.co.uk
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MY FIRST TATTOO MACH
WAS MADE FROM AN OLD F
PUMP MOTOR AND GUI
STRING -1 CAN'T IMA
HOW | DIDN'T ELECTROC

“The first tattoo I ever did - the
insignia for the punk rock band
I was in — was with a straight
razor and pin and my first tattoo
machine was made from an old
fish pump motor and guitar string.
“The fish pump motor was
weird because I had only seen
a rotary machine before... I just
broke apart an old fish pump
motor and inside of it, it had a big,
fat square electromagnetic single
coil. I just figured it out, taped it
to the head of a toothbrush with
a bic pen, and used the guitar
string. I can’t imagine how I didn’t
electrocute one of [my friends].”

Skin Deep Magazine lssue 226
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LEARNING THE ROPES out for hustlers, robbers and ' ! s A
“You gotta remember, back then thieves,” remembers Miller. j MQTO{;CYCLE 1
‘ [EXTRAVAGANZA

nobody was giving anything

up, even Mark Mahoney,"' says
Miller. “It wasn'’t personal, it was
just the way it was. [ remember
when Mark first told me about
tattooing a name on a curved
line, not just on a straight line,
it sounds like such a little thing
but it was huge at that time.

“Oh, man, I remember when
Mark was like, ‘Quit tattooing, it’s
a terrible job’. There was no ‘Oh,
little brother, let me help you out’.
Nobody did that. If anything, if
they gave you advice, it was the
wrong advice. So it was only if you
were smart enough and strong
enough to get through that you
might actually get somewhere.

“Fat George taught me a lot
just about working at a street
shop... about treating people
really fucking shitty, watching

“He told me that even if I got
robbed at the shop, the money
better be there in the fucking
morning - these guys were just

like that. It was a very different '

mentality, very street level.”.

But as rough as it could
get, the shop turned out to
be a blessing in disguise.

“I would be in a tattoo shop
every Friday and Saturday night,
it was probably the best thing
that could have happened to
me,” starts Miller. “Those years
being 21, 22, a lot of my friends
on those weekend nights were
going out and getting busted
for random shit, so, ironically, I
was in this seedy shop while my
buddies were catching felonies.

“You can sit and rationalise
and try to make sense of it, and
say it was all part of a master £*

- “I'have been doing

{the same thing
 for over 30 years:

tattoos, punk rock
and motorcycles.
They all go hand in
hand; it's a lifestyle.

' If I'was the type to

have a manager or
an agent, which |
don't, then maybe;

" If somebody asked

me to, that would

be the only way that
would happen. I'm just
focused on being a
dad. It sounds like a
great idea, though.”

Ol

COREY MILLER
ARTIST PROFILE
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plan, but there was no fucking
plan! Thinking back now [I see]
how lucky I was to be in that
shithole. It had a dual purpose
— it was preparing me for what
I was going to be, but it was
also keeping me kind of safe.”

BIKES, BIKES, BIKES |

“Oh God, it was 1978, I was
probably 11 years old and I
started riding motorcycles,” says
Miller of his first introduction

to bikes, which soon developed
into a major passion that

was indulged with help from
his solid tattoo skills.

“I was tattooing all these
creeps and drug dealers; I went
into this house wherey‘they had
all this bike shit around and I
tattooed these guys and that’s
how I got my first Harley. It was

a’73 shovelhead in a '57 ridged

frame, a total Frankenstem parts |

from everywhere.” Which didn’t
make it any less awesome and,
soon, the custom of exchanging
tattoos for things he liked
became a part of Miller’s reality.
“Around 2000, I tattooed Jesse
James for a West Coast Choppers
frame and that started a three-

62

COREY MILLER
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year project,” he says, then adds,
“but, you know, I'm not really a
custom guy. It’s just so funny, I
have always been tattooing for
parts and cool shit: Just recently
I tattooed Robin Zander’s -

from Cheap Trick - wife for a
guitar, and I also tattooed James
Hetfield for a guitar. I don'’t even
play guitar, I'm a drummer!”

HELLO, BELL HELMETS! /11|

Taking his love for motorcycles
to the next level, Miller recently
teamed up with Bell to help
launch their new Rogue helmet
and spearhead their /Go Rogue’
campaign, a collaboration that
came about by chance, but
that he’s super-proud of

‘“My buddy, Marc Altlen was
doing some marketing for them
and he called me and said, ‘You
would be perfect for this!’ He
showed me the helmet and I said

\‘Duuude, that thing looks baaaad.

It looks like a riot cops helmet or

something, it’s got that rogue look!’

Bell knows I'm an artist so when
the next run of Rogue helmets

come out, my art will be on them.

“I guess I'm kind of spoiled, I
have a few different Bell helmets,

it depends on the bike I'm riding.
As far as quality, and I'm not
just saying it. It’s Bell Helmets,
man... it’s the top dag!”

TV.LAND

It’s been over two years since
Corey Miller left LA Ink, the show
that first introduced him to

TV audiences worldwide. And
although things may have ended
on a sour note, there’s very little

Bell's new Rogue
helmet fuses the
open-face and full-
face categories and
is aimed towards
cruiser riders.

As for the ‘Go
Rogue’ campaign,
which Miller is

at the forefront
of, according to
the folks at Bell,

it “champions

the free spirited
and oft rebellious
lifestyle that's

associated with this

unique category
of American
motorcycle
culture.” Sounds
like the perfect
collaboration.

wwwsl({ndeep.co.ul(
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he would have done differently.
“I was naive. I didn’t know how
big it was going to be, I should
have gotten an agent or at least
a manager,” he says. “On the
other hand, I ended up getting
into a lot of cool shit anyways.
I did those Ludwig Drums,
the Bell Helmet thing, I did a
label for a liquor company.”

The show “was fine at first,
but then came the drama and
the fake bullshit, ya know?
Getting rid of the real artists
and bringing in fake actors,” he
explains. “By the time it was all
said and done, it was all just so
fake. Iliterally packed my shit
and left. You saw me come back
and ask for my job back, but I
had to because of my contract.”

And that wasn’t the only
downside of reality TV.

“I went from tattooing three
to four people, to one person
a day. This role of perpetual
spontaneous slow motion is my
description of reality TV. All these
years later, I had to remember
that there weren’t breaks for food
because, in reality TV, they take
eating very seriously,” he laughs,
then points out a few things that

Skin Deep Magazine Issue 226

are still a little off today.
“It was a big adjustment gefting
back to normal... and it’s not
even normal. I jump around
from here to Australia, and I

get recognised. That’s one of
the stranger things. It's strange
when you have lived your whole
life in this independent, outlaw,
underground scene, and then
all of a sudden everyone in the
general public loves it.”

As for the media’s favorite topic,
that of Miss Von D, Miller says,
“I have always been friends with
Kim and Hannah, [but] I haven’t
seen Kat since the day I walked
off the set. We actually texted
a few months back... It's weird
that Kat and I had that kind of
break. I would love to see her
one day, and I hope she is doing
well and I'm sure she is, man.”

SELLING OUT
‘Sellout’ is a title that gets thrown
around a lot nowadays, especially
when it comes to tattoos on
TV or as part of clothing lines,
books, you name it, but the
way Miller sees it, he’s not too
concerned about haters.

“The show didn’t make me.

ARTIST PROFILE COREY MILLER

,. / AU g’/d(
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HE TOLD ME THAT EVEN IF | GOT
ROBBED AT THE SHOP, THE MONEY
BETTER BE THERE IN THE FUCKING
MORNING - THESE GUYS WERE
JUST LIKE THAT

It just exposed who I am,” he
points out. “Most of the people
that called [LA Ink] a sellout
were hypocrites and [ have no
regrets saying that. As far as
I’m concerned, us tattoo artists
are glorified carnies. Ya know,
back in the day the carny that
had the loudest, brightest sign,
they got the business. Well, the
sign in the 2000s is television.
“You want to talk about giving
this business a black eye, you
can’t, there have always been
shitheads in this business and
guys that have marketed off of
it. If people want to call me a
sellout, they’re trippin' because I
haven’t sold out yet,” he laughs. &*

COREY MILLER é 3
ARTIST PROFILE
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YOU SHOW UP EVERY DAY,
DO GOOD TATTOOS AND!
TREAT PEOPLE WEL L. T
THEY WILL COME BA
AND BRING ALL

FRIENDS. DO THAT AND

DREAM CLIENT
AND DREAM
COLLABORATION
“It may sound kind of
hippie, but | wouldn't
mind tattooing John
Lennon, Who | would
really like to hang
out with is Greg
Irons, a tattoo artist
that passed away
too early in life. Filip
Leu told me that my
art reminded him of
Greg's and that was
a huge compliment.
There is something
about Greg that |
look up to. If anyone
wants to go look

up Greg lrons, it
might explain why.”

64
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“A lot of people assume we

made all this money, but we

really didn’t. The people who
made the money were the
producers. Ah, 1 don’t get the
whole sellout thing, I work too
hard to take that shit serious.”

SIX FEET UNDER
Going strong for over a decade, Six
Feet Under Tattoo, Miller’s third
shop, opened its doors in 1997,
and although LA Ink helped raise
its popularity, there’s a simple rule
that Miller has never once lost
sight of that has kept it successful
for all these years: “You show up
every day and do good tattoos
anq treat people well, then they
will come back and bring all their
friends. That is my phiiosophy,
do that and you're golden.”
Having amazing artists
also never hurt anyone.

"f‘zknybody who has worked ;
with me has been given the
same speech and been told what
1 expect,”says Miller. “Ya know,
if you're going'to do bad things,
don’t get caught; if you're going to
rip off the shop, don’t get caught
or it will be the worst thing ever
for you. 1 kind of say it like that. If

someone isn’t smart enough to be

~an artist and to have this job and

come to work and take advantage
of this and have fun... if they want
to go and be a pain in the ass and
be fuckin’ idiots, they won’t last.
“Henry PPwell has worked with
me for 20 years. Larry Garcia has
been with me for 16 years, and
Neil Wilsoﬁ, a newer guy, has
great work ethic and has been
with me for six years.” Miller
pai.lses, then adds, “you know
what's cool? Some of these guys
that pvbrkfin Orange County and

|Hollywood, where there are a
‘lot of Shops- compounded, these

gillys start to develop the same

| style, but I can honestly say,

being out here, my guys have

! d:eveid_lpe'd-their own style.”

i "
|

il

| MILLER HERITAGE |

Often described as a tattoo master,

il Mille;r laughs, “I don’t know if I
‘ ‘can“a‘cc_ept that, man. I'm good,
but honestly, I love tattooing and [

am leaming every day. I really am,

I'm not just saying it to be cliché.”
“For instance, people joke

with me thatI call my Japanese

style ‘Coriental’ because it is

my own style. I would like to

«

delve into it a bit more, even
though I have my own style,
and I would like to learn more.
“Thank you for the compliment
but, ah, I'm 46, been tattooing
about 30 years, I don’t want to
say I'm a master yet, I want to get
another 20 years in,” he laughs,
and jokes, “I've heard youngsters
say they're masters, I say ‘Yeah,
you're a masturbator!” We're all
practicing and I'm still trying to
become a better artist every day.”
Other than perfecting his work,
Miller is loving traveling as much
as ever - “I'm waiting for my kids
to get older|so I can drag them
around and show them some
Pla,ces” - and in addition to his
music and bike riding, he admits,
‘I have wanted to write a book way

' before I was on TV, explaining all

the awesome experiences [ have
had. I think by doing the show
it will be the catalyst for that,
where enough people will care.”
With so much going for him, it’s
difficult to describe this talented
man in one concise parting
statement, but he offers, “Corey
Miller is an American tattoo artist,
musician, family man, and one
lucky mother fucker!” Perfect.

wwwsl(indeepco.ul(
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Based.in High Wycombe | Buckinghamshire
Call 07972291664

Web | www.becci.org.tk Email | becci@becci.org.uk

Specialising in tattooed Guys and Girls or alternative models
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TATTOO NATION: THE MOVIE

The no-shit stares speak volumes - but it’s the stories behind
the ink that really captured Eric Schwartz’s imagination

66

Courtesy of Tattoo Nation/As Credited

Paula Hammond

orn in New York City,
Eric moved west to
Denver in the late
’60s and has been
there ever since. Trained as

a fine artist, by the time he
was in his 20s, he'd already
made a name for himself with

his ethereal light sculptures.
Later, he moved into print and
graphics before finally returning
to that world of illumination
and shadow as a photographer.
This year, Eric completed his
first film, Tattoo Nation, which,
like all good stories, starts

with a eureka moment.

“About seven or eight years
ago I noticed that there were
suddenly a lot more tattoos
around,” Eric explained.
“Nothing like it is today, but
I thought ‘this is interesting’
and so I started speaking to
people about their tattoos.”

Eric admits that he was pretty
uninformed about the whole
process of drilling ink into
flesh, but the more people he

TATTOO NATION: THE MOVIE

ROAD TRIP

_‘

spoke to, the more he realised
that behind the imagery, lay
something much deeper than
the stereotypes of teen rebellion
and wanting “to look cool”.

“I can give you one story
which was a real turning point.
I was at a restaurant and the
manager noticed that I was in
a place that didn’t really get
great service. So she came up to
me and said ‘is there anything
I can help you with?’ She had
a sleeveless blouse on and I
noticed that there was a little
bit of tattoo sticking out of
each side. It was symmetrical
so I thought it could be like
a back piece, you know? So
I said ‘yeah you can tell me
about your tattoos’ and she
lit up like a Christmas tree. I'd
never seen anything like it. We
actually became friends later
and she told me how she’d
decided to dedicate her body
to the two most influential
people in her life - her
daughter and her grandmother

- and I thought OK, this
tattoo thing is completely
different than I thought.”

INKY DEPTHS

As Eric dove into tattooland’s
inky depths, he became
intrigued by the fact that an
outsider could never know
what the images meant to
the person wearing them.
“That really fascinated me.
The whole use of imagery is
totally different from what I
was used to from a fine arts
background. So I decided to
take portraits of people with
tattoos and then interview
them so that others could
read how they felt about their
ink.” The result was a series of
compelling, life-size portraits
called LA in Black and Grey, in
which tattooed sitters, with bare
torsos, stare out at passers by

www.sl(indeep.coul(
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Travis Barker Tattoo

STORY NEEDED T0 BETOLD
NOW ORBELOST FOREVER

as if daring them to disapprove.
However, it was a chance
meeting at a tattoo convention
that persuaded Eric to swap
stills for the moving image.

“I came across a gentleman
named Chuco... he just
happened to be walking down
this aisle at a convention and
he was wearing some of the
most amazing art work I'd ever
seen in my life.  mean, I don’t
care what medium it was. It was
incredible. Really conceptual.

“It was fascinating to
me because on one leg he
had actors who had played
gangsters: Joe Peschi, Marlon
Brando, Al Pacino. And on the
other leg he had actual portraits
of the real gangsters, which I
thought was just so cool. Then,
on one side of his body, was all
this Roman Catholic imagery
and on the other side was the
Aztec. Across his chest were
things to do with Mexican
culture, and across his back was
some of the prison stuff that
he’d had done about his family.
This man was very modest, but,
artistically, he knew exactly

Skin Deep Magaxine lssue 226

what he was doing. And I
stopped him and said ‘you have
to tell me about this’ and he
started explaining about the
Chicano black and grey, and I
realised that I had come across
a story that needed to be told.”
That story — Tattoo Nation —
begins back in the ’50s when
most white people would
have told you that the blues
(assuming they’'d heard of it at
all) was invented by a Tupelo
kid called Elvis. Of course, in
reality, its roots lie in the soulful
songs and rhythmic field hollers
of Mississippi’s black farm
workers. It was already half a
century old when folk historian,
Alan Lomax, went in search of
blues wizard Robert Johnson,
only to discover that he’d been
murdered three years earlier by

ROAD TRIP TATTOO NATION: THE MOVIE

David Oropeza and sons

a jealous husband. If it wasn't for
Lomazx, though, the world would

never have heard of Johnson,
Son House, or Elmore James.
Speaking to Chuco that day, Eric
suddenly felt like a latter-day
Lomax. “I felt that I'd found these
guys and that this story needed
to be told now or be lost forever.”
Unravelling that story took
time and a fair amount of
chutzpah. “We interviewed —
and I'm being conservative - 40
artists, and slowly the story
started coming through. But it
took about two-and-a-half years
to really do it because I had two
things to overcome: there was
the Mexican-American Chicano
culture, which, for very good
reasons, was very suspicious;
and I also had the tattoo culture.

I have no ink, so it was all about =

TATTOO NATION: THE MOVIE

ROAD TRIP
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IHAVENOINK, SOITWASALLI lﬁllllllii"lllﬁ
PEOPLE T0 SEE THE WORK I WASDOING SO ' ="
THAT THEY COULD GROW TO TRUST ME

getting people to see the work to create a monochrome

I was doing so that they could palate - rainbows in black and
grow to trust me.” It helped that grey. The actual hand-poke
David Oropeza, whose ink- procedure itself was a slow,
covered torso has adorned its bloody process. As actor and
fair share of tattoo mags, was ex-con, Danny Trejo, explains
one of the film’s co-producers. in Tattoo Nation his own

chest piece was created over
two-and-a-half years in three

MUNUGHRUME different penitentiaries. An
HAINBUWS intrinsic problem with prison
art was that the artist and his

Back in the ’50s, if you wore ink,  canvas couldn’t always be in the
chances were, you were a sailor same place at the same time!

or an ex-con. In the straight Although back then, few
world, there was only really ‘respectable’ Mexican-

one place you could get a legit Americans would probably
tattoo... the Pike. It was there, have called themselves

on a stretch of pier which had ‘Chicano’, amongst these

seen better days, that you'd find prison communities the word
shops selling four-colour tattoos  was already being reclaimed.

from ‘off-the-wall’ flashes In places like San Quentin,
which went on the skin in under  Chicanos were using tattoos
20 minutes. In prisons, though, to effectively tag themselves.
tattooing was a whole new ball Their ink celebrated friends,
game. There, magic was being family, the all-important
made with tools as basic as the neighbourhood, along with
E-string of a guitar fused with a liberal dash of jail-house

a toothbrush. For ink, inmates fantasies. However this was
burned bibles and magazines the era of Chevez, of Che,

é 8 TATTOO NATION: THE MOVIE
ROAD TRIP wwwiskindeep.co.uk
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Danny Trejo and Mark Mahoney

| and of Castro, and it’s no

' great leap to believe that a

| community which had been
marginalised for centuries
also saw an opportunity to
express their growing sense
of cultural identity through
these striking designs.

So just how did Chicano
black and grey become part of
mainstream Americana? Like
all good stories, Tattoo Nation
has its heroes too. There’s Jack
Rudy from LA, a natural-born
inker who turned his dad’s
electric razor into a tattoo
machine when he was just 15.
There was Charlie Cartwright,
an ex-Marine who was punched
out by his father for continually
tattooing his brother - his jaw
still clicks to this day. There
was Freddy Negrete, a genuine

Skin Daep Mlgaxine lssue 226

Cholo gangster who earned his
black and grey in Juvie Hall.
And there was ‘Shanghai’ Kate
Hellenbrand, who grew up

on a farm in Utah and spent
her days as an artist for an ad
agency and nights amongst
New York’s (then) illegal tattoo
shops. These talents collided
on Whittier Boulevard, East

LA, at a place called Goodtime
Charlie’s Tattooland. There, in a
neighbourhood fought over by
27 rival gangs, Charlie’s curious
little cottage was neutral
ground. It was there that the
gangsters, hustlers, low-riders,
bikers and blue-collar workers,
put aside their collective beefs
and came to worship at the altar
of black and grey. It wouldn’t
be long before the whole

world was doing the same.

SHE'D DEGIDED TO DEDIGATE
HERBODY TO THE TWO
MOST INFLUENTIAL PEOPLE IN

HERLIFE ANDI THOUGHT, OK THIS

WHATEVER
YOU WANT

So what exactly is Chicano
black and grey? Crucial to the
look were three things: 1) the
fine lines of a prison-style,
single-needle tattoo (most
professional machines at this
time used three or five needles);
2) lots of shading to add
realism and depth; 3) choice.
Eric: “The guys who really
started this, way back, we're

never going to know their
names. But as far as what’s
going on today, it was Charlie
Cartwright who said ‘T'm
going to give them the haircut
they want’. Charlie, along
with Ed Hardy, was one of

the first tattooists who took
on that whole idea of doing
what the client wants.

“Hardy was perhaps a bit
more formal. If you wanted to
express something, he would
talk to you and then give you
the Japanese references and
do this beautiful composition,
but it was really Charlie who
said ‘whatever you want’. %

TATTOO NATION: THE MOVIE é Q
ROAD TRIP
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Jack today working

With Chicano black and grey,
the people who were getting
the tattoos were like the
director of a film. They were
the artists. They had all these
people collaborating with
them, but it was their art.
That’s how I feel about it.”
Three years later, and Eric
has now met some of the best
tattooists in the business. Yet
despite his clear passion for the
art, he remains an ink virgin.
Wasn'’t he ever tempted to set
some of those great talents to
work on his own body? “I really
wasn’t. It’s just not my form of
expression. I mean. If there were
something that I felt I needed
to express in that way, I would
do it without any hesitation
because I think it’s amazing. The
work is so beautiful. But my way

TATTOO NATION: THE MOVIE
ROAD TRIP

)

of self-expression is telling other
people’s stories, and what’s
been so great is that now we'’ve
presented this story, people are
learning the same lessons that I
learnt. In fact, I gave a talk after
one screening and these people
came up to me and said ‘we just
saw your film and we want to
thank you. We have no ink on us
whatsoever, but you've actually
changed our lives because now
when we see someone who’s
tattooed we understand’. The
film really started out as an oral
history. I wanted to get the story
down before it was lost... but
now I realise that it’s not only
given a voice to a lot of people
who didn’t have one, but it’s also
said, ‘you have every right to get
a tattoo. Yeah, it’s a legitimate

art form’. And that’s what I like.”;ﬂ

¥ Eric Schwartz

THEGUYS WHORE

THIS, WAY B
GOING 10 QHNOWT

Y BAGH,W

ALLY STARTED
PRENEVER
HEIRNAMES

Tatto!

Mark Mahoney

oland, Jack Rudy, Mik



http://worldmags.net/
http://worldmags.net/

Y Al i i

W /Ity

WITH A

DIGITAL MAGAZINE
SUBSCRIPTION

FROM JUST £7.99!"

—— nm:." E‘E _

> . .. g -
¢ zinio C LT

® GET THE MAGAZINE STRAIGHT TO ® A BESPOKE PRODUCT REDESIGNED

YOUR PC, MAC OR ANDROID DEVICE SPECIFICALLY FOR IPAD, THAT FEATURES
© DOWNLOAD INSTANTLY - READ LATER VIDEO AND ADDITIONAL CONTENT NOT

AVAILABLE IN THE PAPER VERSION
©® DOWNLOAD INSTANTLY - READ LATER

www.skindeep.co.uk/zinio226 W www.skindeep.co.uk/ipad226

1 For a 6 Issue subscription (Only available through the App Store) * When you subscribe for 1 year (13 Issues)
1 year = 13 issues. If Skin Deep Magazine changes frequency per annum, we will honour the number of issues paid for but not the term of the subscription.



http://worldmags.net/
http://worldmags.net/

SOLU

hﬂ 1

‘im [

e —
A}

Bg"
g

éBy his own admission, André Zechmann, 18

a very cautious person. Ta1§e the fact tha't he
spent nine long years holding down two jobs,
one as a graphic designer and the other as a

| tattoo artist, and you start to get the idea. ...
{

"

ndré has always
been a good artist.
While he was still
at school his art

‘== was attracting attention, so it
ANDRE  seemed a career in graphics
ZECHMANN .
Kaindorf 48 Was the way forward. But it
8962 Grobming  was to be a little while before
Austri s .
andreartae  his friends could persuade him
info@andreartat  tO pick up a tattoo machine.
facebook.com/ “My friends always thought
andreart.at .
that I was a really good artist,
so they were always pushing
me to start tattooing. This was
ten years ago and at the time I
was worried about the hygiene
side of things; I was working

for free at the Red Cross and

B Trent Aitken-Smith
¥ Andre Zechmann

; 2 ANDRE ZECHMANN
ARTIST PROFILE www.skindeep.co.uk
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everybody was afraid of getting

an infection from a patient.

We knew how dangerous this

could be and so I thought it

was the same with tattooing.
“I'was also a bit wary of the

whole tattoo scene ten years ago

- it seemed that only bad people

were tattooed; like prisoners

or gang members... well that’s

what everyone seemed to think.
My mother was wondering
what kind of people would be in
our house getting a tattoo. It is
funny, when I did start tattooing,
there were people who no
longer greeted me in the street!
“But still, my friends really 4

ANDRE ZECHMANN ; 5
Skin Deep Magazine lssue 226 ARTIST PROFILE
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IT IS FUNNY, WHEN | DID

START TATTOOING, THERE WERE
PEOPLE WHO NO LONGER
GREETED ME IN THE STREET!

wanted me to get into tattooing.
So one day, they said to me,
‘Let’s go shopping in the next
big town'. But the reality was,
they had found some tattoo
equipment in a newspaper and
we were going to pick it up.
They tricked me! Because all
my friends loved tattoos and
they wanted me to tattoo their
ideas and designs on them,
they ‘forced’ me to buy the
equipment. The one advantage
was that when I finally got
some equipment, I had lots of

skin to start practising on.

“At my first ‘lesson’, my
friends and I tried to build
a machine based on Micky
Sharpz’s Micro Dial. It took
forever because nobody knew
how to build a tattoo machine.
And for me, it was the first time [
had ever seen a tattoo machine.
My friends knew bits and pieces
from their own experiences in
other studios. I even tried to
learn how to assemble needles
by myself. Remember, ten
years ago, you couldn’t find
any help or information on the
internet. In order to try and

better myself, I went to some
conventions and I found some
artists who were willing to help
me out. But all-in-all, I learned
everything by doing it myself”

Luck was on André’s side
though. In 2003, the year André
started tattooing, the tattoo
industry in Austria changed
completely. A new set of
qualifications were needed to
be a tattooist, which in Austria
meant a proper display of your
abilities and knowledge.

“I was one of the first artists
who had to do a qualification.
Before then, you didn't need a

wwwsldndeep.co.ul(
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| WAS ONE OF THE FIRST ARTISTS WHO HAD
TO DO A QUALIFICATION. BEFORE THEN, YOU
DIDN’T NEED A LICENSE IN AUSTRIA

license in Austria. In order to
qualify for my licence, I had
to tattoo somebody, as well
as answer questions about
tattooing, skin dermatology,
sterilisation and needle
manufacture. For the practical
side, I did a portrait of a soldier
from the French Foreign
Legion, with a cap and dirt
in all his face. I chose this
design because I was able
to draw a perfect portrait.

“As soon as I got my licence,
I tattooed every chance I got.
Ten years later, the qualification
is even more difficult. Now it

Skin Deep Magazine lssue 226

lasts three days. The first day
you tattoo, the second day is a
written theory exam and the
third day is an oral exam.”
André passed the exam
and then it was down to the
business of tattooing. Quickly,
his name started getting about
and it wasn'’t long before he
was filling up his books with
appointments. The only problem
was, André found himself
stuck tattooing stars, flowers
and tribal. He wanted to do
something that challenged his
abilities and it was a chance
flick through a tattoo magazine

that would change all of this.

“One day, I was looking
through a tattoo magazine
and came across these tattoos
by Mike DeVries and Randy
Engelhard... and it all seemed
to fit together. I looked at
the tattoos and I thought,
‘Could do the same quality
tattoos as them?’ [ knew if I
spent more time tattooing, I
could do much better tattoos.
They inspired me to cancel
my graphic designer job and
concentrate on tattooing.”

Completely inspired,

André decided he wanted
to create tattoos that were
individual and artistic. It
was time to get serious.

“My first realistic tattoo was
Eve, an apple and the snake...
you know the image. I did the
tattoo at a convention in Graz.
I charged the customer a fixed
price so I had time enough
without stress. I really took my
time as [ knew I wanted to

ARTIST PROFILE ANDRE ZECHMANN

ANDRE ON LIFE
My life as a tattoo
artist literally
changed when | got
my first Cheyenne
tattoo machine.
From then on,
everything seemed
easy, there was

no need to work
on the machine, it
looked after itself.
Or more correctly,
| was able to work
with the machine.
On top of this, soon
after, | met Randy
Engelhard. | was
really impressed
with his work and
the seminar he was
teaching taught
me so much. Both
these events were
the start, for me, of
my new style and
quality of work.
Conventions are
also very important
for a tattooist. |
learn a lot from
other artists when

| watch them
working or while
talking with them.
And it is always
nice to see that
most of the real
great artists are
not envious with
their knowledge

and skills.

ARTIST PROFILE : 5
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show my best quality work. And
when it was finished, I couldn’t
believe that I had done a
realistic tattoo. I had never
before spent so much time on
one tattoo, before they had
always been small or quick
tattoos. Ten years after starting,
I'know [ am a better artist but
I will never feel like a star. I
changed my whole style in
the last year. No more stars!
I decided to do only artistic
tattoos. And that’s the reason
[ feel my tattoos are getting
better and better. [ am very
proud of what I have achieved.
“Tattoo art has massively
improved over the last few years
as a high quality tattoo art
scene has developed driven by
ambition, devotion and open-

ONE DAY, |
MAGAZINE

BY MIKE DE
AND

minded customers. The results
are extraordinary skin art. I am
so inspired by all the incredibly
talented tattoo artists around
the world. They drive me to
create the perfect piece of tattoo
art. Will I ever mange to create
it? For me, as a perfectionist
and workaholic, this task seems
to be impossible, but looking
back, my skills have evolved far
beyond what I ever dreamed
of and this gives me hope.
“Now I just want to give it
my all and hope that maybe,
one day, I can also do the best
tattoos possible. I always strive
to become better and better. I
hate it when I open a magazine
and there are so many great
tattoos and I think to myself,
‘How can they do such great
things? And how can I do the
same? [ am never satisfied.”
Over the years, things have
changed drastically for André.
Instead of stars and simple
flower designs, he is now putting
out some amazing realistic
work, some of the best in the
field. He is still working out
of the studio he built in his
house, but no doubt, this won't

S LOOKING THRO
ND CAME ACROSS THES
RIES AND RANDY

be for long... even though
it does have its benefits.

‘I have a very small studio
in the house where I was born.
It is too small for a second
artist, but that’s not so bad.
The great thing is, I don’t need
fixed opening hours. I start at
seven in the morning and when
I have finished the tattoo, I go
upstairs to my family. The other
benefit is that all mistakes are
my own. [ am not responsible
for other artists in the studios
mistakes...which is a bonus
for me as I am a massive
perfectionist. I think I would be
a very bad boss actually. I am
never satisfied with my work,
so how could I be satisfied
with somebody else’s WOI’k?";Q;
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For more info call:

Ext. 523 or keep an eye on the website:

www.manchestertattooshow.com
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A dead person’s skin is a little bit tougher_than
that of a live person. Mike Rubendall at Kings

Avenue Tattooing in New York knows this.
% He also knows he can never be a full blooded
'\ traditional tattoo artist within t_he Japanese
#4_ style, no matter how hard he tries...
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fter 16 years

of tattooing in

Massapequa, Long

Island, Mike Rubendall
at King’s Avenue Tattoo finally
took a step he'd been thinking
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KINGS AYENUE
TATTOOING
LONG ISLAND:
844 N. Broadway
Massapequa, NY
1758

USA

+01(516) 799 5464

MANHATTAN:

188 Bowery. Floor 2
New York, NY 10012
USA

+01(212) 431 5464
kingsavetattoo.com
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MIKE RUBENDALL

of for a while. And in 2011
he opened up one more shop
on Manhattan.

“It's always been a fantasy of
mine, but I never really felt the
urge to do it until 2011,” he says.
“Massapequa is a small town,
kind of tucked away and not
really in the spotlight. I was able
to get out to the rest of the world
through travelling, internet and
magazines — the normal vehicles
- but being outside of the city
I felt like I was missing out on

opportunities. New York has this
energy and magic lore. Art here in
general is cutting edge and ahead
of its time. Not being a part of it
was weighing heavy on my mind.”
And the part-time move did
him good.“Kings Avenue is a
whole new monster now. It's the
result of the New York energy.
A lot of the top artists in the
world are here and we fed of
that. It's brought our art to a new
level and for us who's done this
a long time it has sparked the

fire. It gets us hungry again. It's

like when we first got started.”
With that said he still can'’t

wait to get back to Long Island

again. One or two days in the city

is enough for this hometown boy.
“It’s too high pace. I like my

family life. In my work I'm

very social and dealing with

the public, so the last thing I

want to do when I come home

is to hang out with anyone

else but my family. Working

here once or twice a week is «#
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a good balance. There are too
many distractions in New York.
Let’s put it like that. Also, I
have other responsibilities.”

Meaning kids, of which he
has three aged between almost
two and almost five years of
age, and a new house too.

“The house is chaotic but
it's been a great experience.

They grow up fast. At the
end of the day I'm sending
them off to college and I
don’t want to miss out.”

Allin all there's a
family atmosphere in
Massapequa that he likes.

“I was very comfortable opening
up a shop in Long Island. T had a
lot of history here, I knew people
and had a lot of support. If you
do a good job and treat them
well, you have clients for life. The
majority don't believe in what you
do, but why you do it.”

This became extremely

IF YOU DO A GOOD JOB AND TREAT
THEM WELL, YOU HAVE CLIENTS FOR j
LIFE. THE MAJORITY DON'T BELIEVE IN § S8#
WHAT YOU DO, BUT WHY YOU DO IT ~ § i

apparent in the
documentary
series on Vice TV
called Tattoo Age.
For three episodes, each of the
TV crew followed five tattooists
around in their hometowns. One
of them was Mike Rubendall.

“It was a good experience. The
director is a client of mine and
a big tattoo enthusiast. He has a
really good idea of what'’s good
in tattooing and he portrayed
it in a positive light. He made
what he wanted to see, what
he’s interested in knowing, not
what the general public sees.
They see reality shows. This
was no drama; it showed a lot
of prep work and how much
actually goes into tattooing.
It's something we can’t stop
thinking about. It’s like a drug”

Starting his career in a street
shop in 1995 meant he adapted
to many different styles, but he

ARTIST PROFILE MIKE RUBENDALL
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always gravitated towards one.
“To this day Japanese still
excites me. Even though I've
done a lot of it many times,
it's still challenging. It stands
the test of time and you can
do it in so many ways. I take a
more westernised approach to
it. Japanese tattooing is based
overall on woodblock prints.
Therefore there’s a pretty strict
tradition and I try to follow
that to the best of my abilities.
What inhibits me is not being
Japanese, not speaking or reading
the language and not being part
of the culture. I take whatever [
know and have learned over the
years and incorporate that in
my work. To say I'm a traditional
tattoo artist within the Japanese
style would be unfair. I could work &

MIKE RUBENDALL
ARTIST PROFILE
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JAPANESE TATTOOING IS BASED
OVERALL ON WOODBLOCK PRINTS.

THEREFORE THERE'S A PRETTY STRICT

TRADITION AND | TRY TO FOLLOW
THAT TO THE BEST OF MY ABILITIES

very hard at it, but I don't think
I would ever get it.” Rubendall
does other styles as well, though.

“I do Japanese so much now
that it’s refreshing doing other
stuff. In Long Island I do a lot
of religious tattoos, like Virgin
Marys, Christheads, different
saints, and so on. If people don’t
mind waiting and have a good
idea I'll do anything. I won't do
biomechanics, though. I don't
think I'm very good at it.”

Throughout his career Mike
Rubendall has undoubtedly
done some interesting pieces,
but there is one experience that
stands out more than any...
tattooing a dead person.

“That’s an odd story. When

8 2 MIKE RUBENDALL
ARTIST PROFILE

I first started tattooing I had a
client who was a funeral director.
I wanted to get good fast so I
asked him if it was possible to
tattoo dead people. He said no.
15 years later he calls me and
gives me the craziest request.
A man had passed away and
he had the names of three of
his four children tattooed on
his body, but he was lacking
his ten month old daughter
Sophia’s. Now his wife wanted
me to tattoo her name as well”

So he took his gear and
went to the funeral home.

“It was a super creepy feeling,
very silent. I didn't know how
the skin would react, but it was
just like regular skin - just a little
tougher, and it felt good. It was a
challenge, but I wanted to do it
for the experience and because of
the story. It brought some closure
for the family and at the funeral
they had a photo of the tattoo
which felt nice”

The story doesn’t end there.
A few weeks later the widow
walks in through the door at the
shop. “She also wanted to get
‘Sophia’ tattooed and that would
have been a great ending, but I
needed a cancellation to do it.
When I called her later on her
phone number was disconnected.
Hopefully she’ll come by again.”
When he’s not tattooing
dead people his average
clientele actually consists
mostly of other tattooists.
“Idon’t know how that
happened but it’s challenging. If
an abundance of tattooists walk
through the door you constantly
push yourself to impress them.
It’s different to tattoo them.
Not that you don'’t do your
best with other customers, but
sometimes it's easy to take
the safe route and with tattoo
artists you can take more risks.
There’s more to explore and you
have more artistic freedom.”;ﬂﬁ
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 NEEDLEWORK TATTO

= 0) 239 Guildford Road
b v Lightwater
Surrey

GU18 5Rd A
01276 475554 (s]

www.needleworktattoo.com

; ?,,2 %W Laser Tattoo Removals
i ‘m ﬂ%/ at Affordable
@ ' Prices!

TEL: 0191 274 4414 or visit us for more information at:
WWW.TAT2INK.CO.UK

PLEASE MENTION SKIN DEEP WHEN RESPONDING TO ADVERTS

Unit 1 School Chambers, School Gardens, Shrewsbury SY1 2AJ
tel: 01743 240093 email: info@irezumiart.co.uk

www.irezumiart.co.uk
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Evie NeenLe
FTATTOO STUMIQ

39, Bondgate Without
Alnwick

Northumberland NE66 1PR
Open: 10am - 5.30pm Mon - Sat

Email: info@evilneedle.com

Try us... you’ll
love our prices

20% OFF

your first order ¢

dbg sell Nitrile Gloves,
Clinell Wipes, Hand Gels and
Steri Pouches always at low prices

visitt www.thedbg.co.uk/shop
or call 01606 861 950 to place an order

Neo-Traditional "
Oriental
Portraits

21 Market Place

www.studio-ink.co.uk Westbury, Wiltshire

Of
§%\\\"‘ TATT00'S ﬁ%

ADVANCED PIERCINCS

16O WESTCLIFE PARH DRIVE
{50 OLS

£ Joucormn 8 oy G

INSURANCEWQRLD

Provide cover for Tattooists and
Body Piercers in the UK and Ireland for:

* Public and Employees Liability
- Shop Cover
* Treatment Risk Cover
* Convention and Work Away Cover
* Autoclave Pressure Testing
* Tattoo Removal By Laser

Contact Carl now
on 01604 615427 or
Email carl.tero@insurance-world.co.uk
or check out the website
www.tat2insure.co.uk
Fax 01604 615407 or post to
11 Billing Road, Northampton NN1 5AW

ION SKIN DEEP WHEN RESPONDING
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- THE TATTOO SHOW DESTINED TO BE LIKE NO OTHER

Nicky Connor

Mr Smith

believe the correct term for
show jetlag is ‘knackered’ - it’s
just about all I can manage
to lie in a beanbag watching
some old episodes of Starsky &
Hutch and attempt to connect
the things going on in my brain
with the end of a pen (yeah... still
old school for the first draft).
Alexander Palace is something
else. Its reputation precedes it
and it doesn’t disappoint in the
slightest. With that world-famous
mast that can be seen from a
good couple of miles away (and is
very handy for confirming you're
headed in the right direction),
the inside is just as impressive.
If you stand around the back of

8 é THE GREAT BRITISH TATTOO SHOW
ON THE ROAD

THE INK PALACE

I feel like I just got off a flight from Korea or something.
One that was recalled halfway home then got re-routed...
and the show was over a week ago!

T AT A /
&

LOOKING DOWN ON LONDON IS A LOT DIFFERENT FROM
NAVIGATING THE STREETS ON FOOT.IT'S HARD TO BELIEVE
THERES A WHOLE OTHER WORLD UNDERGROUND TOO

WINNERS LIST (I)
MALL BLACK
GREY
Damien by Eugene
Rubuls at lan
Ink Tattoo

Eugene by Eugene
Rubuls at lan
Ink Tattoo

BEST ORIENTAL
Lisa by Dan Arietti
at Black Sails Tattoo

Martynas by
Domantas Parvainis
at Totemas Tattoo

il

the joint, you can look out over
London and Canary Wharf where
the city looks positively Lilliputian
in the distance. I lived here once
(London, not Alexander Palace)
and never noticed just how green
it is until I came up this high.

I’'m standing here with Sean
Dowdell from Club Tattoo hoping
that I'm not lying as I'm pointing
these landmarks out. I think
I'm pretty accurate, but I have
to tell you, looking down on
London is a lot different from

navigating the streets on foot.
And it’s hard to believe there’s a
whole other world underground
too. Coming from Vegas, I

couldn’t hope to show a more
contrasting view of the world
than Sean has - and that probably
goes for tattooing as well.

There is a point to this
meandering thought process
because the next person to
show up is Megan Massacre —
maybe it’s something about the
American way of life that says £*

www.sl(indeep.caul(
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“best get there in good time” that

- makes it this way, as opposed to
= ; ‘-§hé more, er... |

looKless like a show waiting to
happen and turns into a show
that is happening ‘right now’,
very quickly indeed. Alongside
some of the ‘Jazz show’ regulars
are some new faces —a lot of new
faces in fact - not least ‘Polish’
Dan who walked away with the
Best of Saturday and Best of Show
for a frankly astounding piece of
realism. With the world talking
about what eastern Europe has
to offer the world when it comes
to tattooing - and there’S a lot
to talk about - it’s great to see
first-hand exactly what’s going
on out there. The irony of Great
British/eastern Europe is not lost
on me, but is that not what we
do best around here? Open the
doors so that talent can shine?
Generally speaking, I won'’t
interrupt anybody while they’re
working unless they see me
and stop anyway. I like it that
way - it’s good to cruise like you
paid to get in and see what’s
going on. It was great to see
new and old doing their thing:
Fade FX at work with a mighty

Skin Doep Mlguim lssue 226

~ working on an impressively
er...laid back  dark sleeve; Drew Lards ot

fine hand piece; Sean Vasquez

_y <%wﬁg Ll i
There’s always“ reconceived
notion that London is not a
friendly place - that may be the
case when you’re battling the
forces of evil on the street, but
tattooing has a way of drawing
people together. It’s bigger than
any of its individual parts. I meet
a guy who is (understatement
follows) a little excited to have
his copy of Skin Deep signed by
Leanne James (the show issue
cover girl). We get to talking - he’s
come to see how to get started on
a huge idea he has for a tattoo. It’s
complicated and this will be his
first — he asks my advice, so we
wander around a little with me
pointing out styles and options
and he asks questions. This is a
good thing. This is the way things
should be. After (yet another) tour
of the floor space, he leaves to
investigate some other options
on the table and comes back later
a very happy man that he’s got
an appointment to get started.
This is not unusual. This happens

~ alot and I'm always more than

happy to spénd time télking
“about stuff like that - it kind of
makes it all worthwhile. All those

IRA

o - o
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ON THE ROAD THE GREAT BRITISH TATTOO SHOW

WINNERS LIST (Il)
Izzy by Polish Dan
at True Colour
Trinity

AK Alexandar by
Maciej ‘Magic’ at
Magic’s Tattoo
Studio

)
Dan by Martin
Binczewski at Avon
Tattoo

" BEST AVANT
' GARDE |

Marion by
Toko Loren at

W Neadidside Tattoo

Uy 3

THE STANDARD OF TATTOOING IS
GETTING RIDICULOUS OUT THERE.
SERIOUSLY. IT'S HARDER NOW
THAN IT WAS THREE YEARS AGO
TO CHOOSE A ‘HIGHLANDER'

things you ever wrote about how
to do things the right way? It’s
nice to see them hit the ground.
Meantime, while this individual
sightseeing tour is taking place,
on the stage there is much
entertainment to be had. Tattooed
girls mostly. Sounds tacky from
the outside, but in practice,
it’s beautiful and exciting to
watch. Sometimes when you
try and explain these things
on paper, it doesn’t work... but
to be there and see it in action
is another thing entirely.
The standard of tattooing
is getting ridiculous out there.
Seriously. It’s harder now than it £*

THE GREAT BRITISH TATTOO SHOW 8 Q
ON THE ROAD
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WHETHER YOU'RE LOOKING FOR AN ADDITIONAL ARTIST
‘W FOR YOUR STUDIO, A HOUSE MANAGER OR ARE SELLING AN

ESTABLISHED BUSINESS LOCK, STOCK AND TWO SMOKING

BARRELS, THESE FREE STREAMLINED CLASSIFIEDS OUGHT

l'\-_-’ﬂr’.h'-‘_,,

Due to the overwhelming success
of our current studios vivid ink is
opening in new locations across
the midlands! We are looking for
new feature artists from the uk

or europe to join our amazing
team! Please email all portfolios
to info@vividinkbirmingham.co.uk!
Generous incentives available to
the right artists.

Fantastic opportunity for an
experienced Tattooist and

Body Piercer to join our team

for the re-launch of our shop!

A comprehensive portfolio is
required that covers freehand and
custom work. If interested please
send your portfolio to g.ijane.
tattoos@live.co.uk'

Custom tattoo artist required,
Hook and Eye are looking for a
friendly, professional artist to
add to our team. Must have at
least 3 years studio experience
and a solid portfolio preferably
with examples of portraiture. NO
substance issues or prima donas
please! Please send all enquiries/
portfolios to pristinechaos@me.com

Good Vibrations Tattoo studio
in Sheffield are seeking a
talented artist to join their
team of professionals. You must
have a passion for tattooing
and keen to work as part of

a team with a shared goal of
tattooing excellence. Studio
experience preferred but not

as essential as artistic talent
and determination to be the
best.Reliable, friendly and ego
free are essential to being part
of our team. Portfolio to: studio@
goodvibrationstattoo.co.uk *

2 x experienced tattoo artists
required. Brand new piercing/ *
tattoo studio opening soon in
Newbury, Berkshire. Must have
good,solid portfolio & ideally 3

+ years experience of working

in a studio. No drink,drug or
drama issues. Must be honest

& reliable with a passion for

what you do. Contact; Lucy at
prettypoisonpiercing@hotmail.co.uk

Skin Deep Magaxine Issue 226

TO GET THE BALL ROLLING. SEND YOUR NEEDS TO JAZZ
PUBLISHING, 1 MARCHER COURT, SEALAND ROAD, CHESTER
CH1 6BS, OR EMAIL THEM INTO: EDITOR@SKINDEEP.CO.UK

All details correct at time of going to press. Adverts cannot be taken over the phone. Please include
your full studio details even if they are not to accompany the wording

Portside Tattoo is looking for
more artists to join our friendly
flexible team as soon as possible.
Full or part time, we're looking

for an artists with a developed

or developing style, must have a
strong portfolio of work. Examples
of work and some information
about yourself should be sent to
Portside2@mail.com

New Found Glory Tattoos are
currently looking for a Receptionist/
Piercer. Must have knowledge and
experience in Full Body Piercing
Excellent people skills is a must.
Looking for someone who can fit
into our friendly easy going studio.
Please send your CV to loveinksg@
googlemail.com

Tattoo Studio for sale. Genuine
Reluctant sale motorbike accident
forces sale: in a prime location,
within a minute’s walk from the
train station; free 2 hour parking
directly outside, bus stop again
directly outside. This is a really
lovely modern studio which
currently opens 5 days a week
Tuesday- Saturday. The studio
can be sold complete with all
equipment. The studio also has
full disabled access and full
disabled facilities. Ready to go
one of the cheapest studio to
run. Any questions email: studio@
crazymonkeytattoostudio.co.uk Tel:
07428628790

Tattoo artist wanted in Leicester,
Specialising in colour, black and
grey realism including portraits.
Must have a strong portfolio
and at least 3 years studio
experience. For more
information please contact us
on 01162 251661 or email at
uptowntattoostudio@gmail.com

Tattooist wanted at our well
established studio, preferably
black and grey artist, must have a
minimum of 4 years experience, no
drink,drug or attitude problems.
This is not an apprenticeship, part
time position to go onto full time,
must have a solid portfolio. Please
contact Colin on phone: 01892
522275 email: foolsgold-tattoo@
hotmail.com.

++—— FEATURING ——¢

DONCASTER
RACECOURSE

TICRET HOTLINE 0121 88185 EXT. 523
WWWIationjan con @&

SinDecp TATIOQ Sk T, ol T (NI S



http://worldmags.net/
http://worldmags.net/

- THE ARTWORK OF GREG

CRAOLASIMKINS
PUBLISHED BY: PRESTO
PRICE: $54.95
Given that Greg himself has a feature
in this very issue, and between the
two of us, we've said everything there
is to say, there's very little left to talk
about... or is there?

Of course there is. The Outside
is a phenomenal piece of work.
Clocking in at 268 pages, the art we
had room for in said feature is not
even the tip of the iceberg when it
comes to this man. If | told you there
are no words in the book bar the
short introduction and foreword, that
will give you a good indication of just
how much art is on display here. And
when | say ‘art’, we're not just talking
a collection of pictures. We're talking
Art with an intentional leading cap.

At some given point in the future,
people will ook back on this book
as something of a game changer for
both Greg and the art world. For
me, Greg’s work is the tipping point
that you have to take art seriously
and the fact that he is so influenced
by - and has such an influence on -
tattoo culture makes it all the more
important. The work itself is simply
stunning (as you have already seen),

* the thought processes so meticulous
and the delivery of such a high
standard, there is little doubt that
both Greg and his work can stand
toe-to-toe with any giant you care to
pit him against.

It's impossible to single out a piece

of work or even a few pages of work

Q z REVIEWS
BOOKS AND STUFF

PRI SLIFER

as being better than any other

because page after page is as good

- as the last - dip in. Dip in anywhere

~and if you can't find something to- -

pore over for the longest time, your
heart is in the wrong place.

There cannot be a single soul out
there that would not appreciate
and love this book for exactly what
it is - a modern, supremely talented
artist working at the the very top of
his game.

Frighteningly, that last statement
is probably a lie. The best is
probably still to come from Craola
- and for that, we should be both
thankful and worried.

Mr Smith

ATATTO0 ALPHABET
- A13 FOR ANCHOR

PUBLISHED BY: SCHIFFER

PRICE: $19.99

Now this is a fun book. With its roots

firmly based in the traditional branch

of tattoo art, these 26 (natch) designs

combine to make one beautiful piece

of work. Written and illustrated

by Paul Slifer, A Is For Anchor

successfully bridges the gap that

really does exist between a love of

traditional art and children’s books.
Designed out of love to appeal

to parents looking for something a

little different from the norm when

it came to teaching their kids, the

book gets a massive thumbs up

here - we know because we road

tested it! It's folk art at the peak of

its powers, and there'’s also a great

poster included of all the imagery

THIS ISSUE, WE HAVE SOME ALTERNATIVES TO THE
ALTERNATIVES - GATHER THESE THINGS AROUND YOU
AND BECOME INSTANTLY CULTURED!

to be found inside the book. The
biggest success though, comes from

the fact that it doesn't say the same

—old things about the same subjects

along the way as every other
‘alphabet book’ on the shelf. This is
more than well thought-out on so
many levels - and for such a simple
and short book (by the very nature
of it), it's deceptive in its smartness.
Worth the admission price for
sure... and then some.
Mr Smith

THE GOLDEN AGE OF
DG GOMICS

PUBLISHED BY: TASCHEN

PRICE: £34.99

KAPOW! Long before a man

in a bat costume could gross

over $1 billion at the cinema, the
foundations were firmly laid in the
1930s, an era that was dubbed ‘the
golden age of comics'.

This book is 400 pages of
comics, covers, interiors, original
illustrations, comics, photographs,
film stills and collectibles that have
been reproduced to bring the
storylines, the characters, and their
creators to vibrant life. And did |
mention it's about comics?

This book has to be the single
most comprehensive book on DC,
and this volume only traces the
company's first decades, from its
pulp origins up to the comicbook
burnings of the McCarthy '50s.
Setting out to be a visual history of

DC, it really does meet its objectives

with massive style and awesomeness.

The large page format and excellent
paper quality do full justice to the
images of old comics. For any comics
history buff this is addictive stuff.

Edited by Paul Levitz who has
worked as the editor of Batman titles,
writer of more than 300 stories, a
DC Comics executive, and finishing
his 38-year stint with the company
as president and publisher, he knows
what he is talking about. And with an
exclusive interview with the legend
that is Joe Kubert, this is a fantastic
read too. (If you don't know who Joe
Kubert is, | would highly recommend
you get online and check out some
of his stuff. And while you are at it,
take a minute to check out his sons’ -
Adam and Andy - work... you will not
be disappointed.)

This tome covers Superman's story,
as well as those of Batman and Wonder
Woman among many other great DC
Comics characters that thrived in the
golden age. Yes, some of the art work
may seem crude by today’s standards,
and many of you who are interested
in getting some ink of your favourite
superhero or villain, will never think
of looking at this era, but why not?!

It's fascinating to see the roots of the
modern comic world, and how your
favourite characters looked though the
eyes of their original creators.

This is a visually glorious book
that's a delight to look at and to learn
more about how the amazing medium
of comics came into existence. Four
follow-ups are planned, covering the
Silver, Bronze, Dark and Modern Ages
of DC, and |, for one, can't wait to see
what they have planed.

Mr McCarthy

www,sl(in&eepco,ul(
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“attoo Studio

®Your Design or Mine
eFineline Custom Work

OPENING TIMES
TUESDAY-FRIDAY 10am-3pm SATURDAY 10am-6pm

APPOINTMENTS ONLY
TELEPHONE (0113) 2403412
348 YORK ROAD, LEEDS 9 esicblished 1987
www.2001 adtattoodesign.com

$

‘ ward Winning
tal Health Registered

'_ggspltal Sterilization

vanced Tattooing Technology
20 years ex| ;

Tattoo Studio
39 Fawcett Road
Portsmouth PO4 OBZ

+44 (0) 23 9242 7058

CQC registered

lx WWWSTATETATTOONET
~ ST HELENS RD SWANSEA
WALES SAI 4AW
01792 469009

9 Kao

0iz02

261772
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PLEASE

If you were playing a word association game and your
opponent said ‘tattoos’, what would your reaction be?

73

E

WE W

& Paula Hardy Kangelos

adass? Biker? Pain?

Art? How about
‘responsibility’? Probably
not your first thought,
but perhaps it should be.

Issues of responsibility permeate
tattooing, for instance, the all-
too-common question, “But what
will you look like when you are
old?”, does not come from a place
of curiosity or concern. It's an
accusation of irresponsibility -
an insinuation that we couldn't
possibly have thought this
through and still gone ahead.

Clumsy articulation aside, this
charge has some validity — most
of us did not set out with multiple
tattoos or large-scale coverage in
mind. Tattoo collecting is usually

LL BE JUDGED ON OUR

APPEARANCE, SOMETIMES IN
UNFAIR AND UNJUST WAYS

JPO

an incremental process, rather
than a well-executed plan, but

this need not be problematic, as it
affords plenty of opportunity for
self reflection and critical thought.
We have thought about what we
look like now, and how we’ll look in
ten years, in 20 years, and beyond.
We've thought about our jobs and
our future career prospects and
we've thought about how becoming
tattooed might affect our parents,
our partners, our children. We've
looked to earlier generations of
tattooed people, specifically to
those currently considered ‘old’,
such as Lyle Tuttle and Isobel
Varley, and we are aware that we
will be judged on our appearance,
sometimes in unfair and unjust
ways. We accept that our tattoos
may fade, spread and blur. In short,

PLEASE INK RESPONSIBLY

AN EY ou

the majority of us have considered,
decided and taken full responsibility
for our choices and actions.

Sadly, that still leaves a minority
that haven'’t thought about the
future. A minority who have
witnessed the ever-increasing
numbers of tattooed people and
seen the tattoo imagery that is
everywhere and on everything.
They've watched tattoo-related
‘reality’ TV, drunk tattoo branded
drinks, they've consumed a
normalised version of tattoo culture.

Tattoos are traditionally
associated with a maverick attitude
— they are perceived to be a symbol
of life lived on the edge, a sign
of rebelliousness, the concern of
rock stars, artists, travellers... free
spirits and eccentrics. Those that
were attracted to this bohemian
ideal have instinctively acted
to preserve it, pushing beyond
previously accepted limits and
increasing the size and scope
of their collection by tattooing,
‘public skin’ — hands, necks and
faces. But this contemporary
wave of explicit visibility also
contributes to the normalisation
process. Who will stop to question
the wisdom of a forearm tattoo
when they are surrounded by
people with tattooed hands?

This apparent normalisation
of tattoos and tattoo culture
can be viewed both positively
and negatively, depending on
one's personal viewpoint. Some
of us rejoice in the proliferation
of tattooing and tattoo art and
fantasise of a future world where
everyone is tattooed; others
bemoan the loss of specialness,
of difference, of exoticism.

The newest, youngest, tattoo

NK RESPONSIBLY

enthusiasts are not compelled

to consider either viewpoint. For
them, tattoos appear to be simple
aesthetic fact. When you are
tattooed and most of your social
circle are too, it is unexceptional,
even ordinary, but tattoos can
easily shift from this comfortable
shared commonality to bold
statement of separation - all

we need do to find opposition is
step outside of our literal and
metaphorical front doors. Yet
step outside we must, for it is not
desirable to limit our interactions
to only those that reflect ourselves,
and for most of us, it’s not
practical either. We may want to
work/ play/ educate our children
in mainstream environments,
and to do this, we must accept
that our choices will invite extra
difficulties and challenges.

Do tattooers have a
responsibility to explain these
challenges to their customers? To
dissuade, warn, and sometimes
outright refuse to make permanent
marks on the young, the naive
and the impulsive? Perhaps.

In law, tattooists are only
responsible for maintaining a
sterile environment and ensuring
safety in the studio. Everything
else rests with us, the customers.
We choose the artist, agree to the
design and accept the variables
caused by skin tone or texture. We
are responsible for keeping still and
for taking adequate care during
the healing process. If we make
a bad, or uninformed decision,
or experience regret, we must
accept responsibility for that too.

Ethical tattoo supply companies
and responsible tattoo artists
have lead the way. Now the rest
of the tattoo world must follow.
To paraphrase a borrowed slogan,
‘Please Ink Responsibly’. ;9';
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é;ﬂi BODY JEWELLERY

WHOLESALE BODY JEWELLERY SPECIALISTS (SINCE 1997)

* FREE Next Day Delivery for orders over £125 (UK)
* Wide range of sizes, new designs and stretching jewellery up to 50mm!
e High quality body piercing jewellery with fast & helpful service.

Our full range and new products can be ordered at our website:

www.bodyjewellery.co.uk

New contact details:
info@bodyjewellery.co.uk tel: +44 (0)141 332 5900 fax: +44 (0)141 332 5180
TDi Body Jewellery, 2C Eagle Street, Craighall Business Park, Glasgow, G4 9XA, UK
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